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CITY OF PALMER  
ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 13-023 

 
Subject:  Authorize the City Manager to Enter into a Sole Source Procurement and Execute a 
Contract with Badger Meter, Inc. for Badger Water Meters and Supplies in the Amount of 
$36,945.00 
 
Agenda of:  March 26, 2013 
 
Council Action: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Approved for presentation by: 
 

City Manager  
City Attorney  
City Clerk  

 
    

Certification of Funds: 
      
 Total amount of funds listed in legislation: $ 36,945.00   
   

 This legislation (√):   
  Has no fiscal impact     
       
  Creates:     
 √ A negative fiscal impact in the amount of: $ 36,945.00 

 

 
  A positive fiscal impact in the amount of: $  

 

 
     
 √ Funds are budgeted from this (these) line item(s):  
    02-01-10-6053 $    
     $         
 

  Funds are not budgeted. Budget modification is required. Affected line item(s):  
     $    
 

 Unrestricted/undesignated fund balance (after budget modification) $  
 

   

 Director of Finance signature certifying funds:    
    
 
Attachment(s):    
 Badger Meter, Inc. Price Quote 
 

Summary statement: Action Memorandum 13-023 requests approval to purchase new water 
meter remote profilers, repair parts to rebuild meters, meter tester, a new software program for 
billing for the Finance Department, meter heads, and a new 6” meter for the hospital from 
Badger Meter, Inc. to continue the annual meter reader replacement program.  PMC 3.21.230 
allows for governmental and proprietary purchases.   
 
Beginning in 2002, Council approved the purchase of Badger remote meter readers as the City’s 
automated water meter data collection system.   
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The City has a total of 2,062 Badger water meters in service throughout Palmer.  Of that, 1,746 
are the new Orion model and 316 are the old Trace model.  The old Trace meters and meter 
readers are being replaced with the new Orion model.  On an annual basis, the City purchases 
water meters and accessories from Badger Meter, Inc. to issue to new customers and replace 
old, failing meters.   
 
By establishing BadgerMeter, Inc. as an approved proprietary vendor, it will reduce operational 
time, improve billing accuracy, and standardize parts.  Using the proprietary purchasing 
mechanism for Badger water meters, as allowed in Code, benefits the City because this 
standardized meter reading system allows for parts interchangeability.  Changing to another 
brand of meters, meter readers, and transmitters would be extremely costly to the City both in 
time and in money.  After comparing competing systems, the City began the gradual migration 
to the Badger system about ten years ago. 
 
The Department of Public Works budgets annually for the maintenance and replacement of 
water meters and system components. With approval of this purchase, the City’s Department of 
Public Works will have enough meters to replace the remainder of the old meters.  The 
Department anticipates the transition from the old system to the new system will be completed 
in 2013. 
 
Administration recommendation: Approve action memorandum 13-023.  










