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CITY OF PALMER  
ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 11-062 

 
Subject:  Authorize the City Manager to File a Complaint Seeking Injunctive and Other Relief to 
Abate a Nuisance Located at 485 N. Alaska Street  
 
Agenda of: December 13, 2011 
 
Council Action: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Approved for presentation by: 
 

City Manager  
City Attorney  
City Clerk  

    
Certification of Funds: 

Total amount of funds listed in legislation:  $5,000 
 

This legislation (√):  
 Has no fiscal impact     

 Funds are budgeted from this (these) line item(s):  
√ Funds are not budgeted. Budget modification is required. Affected line item(s): 
 01-01-005-6027 Legal fees       $5,000 
 

Unrestricted/undesignated fund balance (after budget modification) $ 1,255,841 
 

Director of Administration signature certifying funds:   
 
Attachment(s):    
 Letter from Sandra Garley to property owners dated October 19, 2011 
 Memorandum from Ron Anderson dated October 12, 2011 
 PMC 1.08 General Penalty 
 PMC 8.38 Nuisances – Junk, Litter and Unsightly Premises 
 

Summary statement:  Action memorandum 11-062 requests City Council authorization to file 
a law suit seeking injunctive and other relief on property located at 485 N. Alaska to bring 
property into compliance with PMC 8.38 Nuisances – Junk, Litter and Unsightly Premises. A 
rough cost estimate for this legal action is $5,000 which could be more or less depending on 
how the lawsuit evolves as the City Attorney advises that there are always uncertainties in 
litigation.  
 
Background: The front yard at 485 N. Alaska Street contains a collection of trash and litter 
and is kept in a condition that creates a nuisance in violation of PMC 8.38 Nuisance – Junk, 
Litter and Unsightly Premises. The property owner has been contacted in person or by mail 
eight times since May 2004 regarding the condition of their property. While the owners, William 
B. and R. J. Jehlen, have periodically made some effort to clean-up, the property has continued 
to contain discarded items, junk and litter.  
 
On October 7, 2011, two citations were issued to the Jehlens. The first citation was for junk 
vehicle on the property a violation of PMC 8.37 and the second citation was for a violation of 
PMC 3.38 Junk, Litter and Unsightly Premises.  

 

Administration recommendation: Approve action memorandum 11-062. 

jbower
Text Box
Authorized



 



Sandra Garley 
Director 

David Meneses 
Building Inspector 

Beth Skow 
Library & Arena Director 

Mail: 231 W. Evergreen 
Ave. 

Location: 645 E. Cope 
Industrial Way 

Palmer, AK 99645-6748 
Phone: 907-745-3709 

Fax: 907-745-5443 
www.cityofpalmer.or9 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

October 19, 2011 

William B & R. J. Jehlen 
485 N. Alaska Street 
Palmer, AK 99645 

Subject: Final Notice of Continuing Violation Lot 18, Block 12, T. A. Smith 
Subdivision, 485 N. Alaska Street 

Dear Mr. Jehlen: 

Since 2004, the City of Palmer (City) has notified you of a continuing violation of 
PMC 8.38, Nuisance - Junk, Litter and Unsightly Premises, caused by junk and 
trash, including a junk vehicle, on your property referenced above. Despite 
numerous notices you have failed or refused to abate these violations. The 
enclosed memorandum dated October 12, 2011, from Ron Anderson, Planning 
and Code Compliance Technician provides a timeline and correspondence 
memorializing the City's attempts to abate this continuing violation over time. A 
copy of PMC 8.38.075, Remedies, follows for your information and use. Note 
under PMC 8.38.075: 

A. If the junk or litter is not properly disposed of or the unsightliness cured 
within 30 days after receipt of the final notice/ the property owner and/or 
occupant is subject to the enforcement procedures as stated in PMC 

1.08.011 or 1.08.013. 

B. After first confirmation and documentation (including photography) that 
the condition of the property has not changed suffiCiently to comply with 
the terms of the final notice/ the zoning administrator may issue a ticket 

C In circumstances where appropriate/ given the magnitude of the offense 
or continuous noncompliance including without limitation offenders who fail 
to comply with the final notice even after conviction or repeat offenders/ 
the zoning administrator may obtain city council approval to commence a 
lawsuit requesting a remedy allowed under PMC 1. 08. 013 or at law. 

Please remedy this violation within 30 days of receipt of this notice otherwise it 
will be forwarded to the City Attorney for legal action pursuant to PMC 1.08. 013 
wh ich provides: 



The city may institute a civil action against a person/ including a minor 
as provided in AS 29.25.07~ who violates an ordinance. A person who 
violates a provision of this code may be subject to injunctive reliet 
compensatory reliet and a civil penalty not to exceed $1/000 for each 
violation. An action to enjoin a violation may be brought 
notwithstanding the availability of any other remedy. On application for 
injunctive relief and a finding of a violation or threatened violation/ the 
superior court shall grant the injunction. Each day that a violation of a 
provision of this code continues constitutes a separate violation. This 
section does not bar other civil remedies. 

The City looks forward to your prompt abatement of this serious continuing violation. 

Sin~rely, 

_-1;tv~£(4· 
Sandra Garley 
Director of Community Development 

Enclosure: October 12, 2011 Memorandum containing timeline and correspondence 
regarding Notifications to Property Owner 

CC: Jonathan C. Owen, Acting City Manager 
Michael Gatti, City Attorney 



.., 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Sandra Garley 
Director 

David Meneses 
Building Inspector 

Mail: 231 W. Evergreen Ave. 

MEMORANDUM 

Location: 645 E. Cope Indusltial Way 
Palmer. AK 99645-6748 

Phone: 907-745-3709 
Fax: 907-745-5443 

www.cityofpalmer.org 

TO: 

FROM: 

Sandra Garley; Director, Community Development ~ 

Ron Anderson, Planning & Code Compliance Technicia~('\ 
\ J 

DATE: October 12, 2011 

SUBJECT: 485 N. Alaska Street Code Enforcement History 

This property has been in violation of City Code for several years. The time-line is as 
follows: 

1. 

2. 

3. 
4 . 
5. 
6 . 

May 24, 2004 first "Notice to Abate" letter sent to owner. Not Resolved. 

October 10, 2005 next "Notice to Abate" letter was sent to owner. Not 

Resolved. 

April 26, 2006 next "Notice to Abate" letter was sent to owner. Not Resolved. 

April 18, 2007 next "Notice to Abate" letter was sent to owner. Not Resolved. 

April 26, 2010 next "Notice to Abate" letter was sent to owner. Not Resolved. 

January 28, 2011 next "Notice to Abate" letter was sent to owner. Not 

Resolved. 

7. March 14, 2011 I personally served owner with "Notice to Abate" letter. 

8. May 20, 2011 I personally contacted owner to discuss progress. Not Resolved. 

9. October 7, 2011 owner served with two (2) "Code Compliance Citations", each 

with an $85 fine. Owner has ten (10) calendar days to comply. 

10. If still not in compliance, the remedy allowed by Code is for the City of Palmer 

to sue the property owner. 

Attachments: Copies of past "Notice to Abate" letters 
Copies of Citat ions (2) 



\Villiam B. & R J . Je}lk ~ 

485 N . . Alaska Street 
Palmer AK 99645 

CiT' 

CERTlf-ED 1AIL _. RETURN Ri-:CE_ T REQU ES IE: 

Dear Pr') erty ') . .mer.,': 

' .. his lette is t! Ie City 's =---=-==....::.....:..=:::..:::....~-=-==::..::.::.::..=..::=...:: 

:ner .Of. 

R.ae-he J e~ !ler" c'.g leo tel." 1 / ~n ' tia ': (;",;rtifie-1 kttu of1C A_ jL '--hat l :.'t: :. (:oP~/ ail :· C .. 1.f:(( 

ask -.'i t.hat you begin to remo :e thes ". !!tatt .. ia .~ i~'onl t l f. p .. ()p "'rt .:' and 1.. at a] .; tld.1. 

materiaL b-·, r-=:rLO .le(! \litLirk ] 5 days. TTIt i ' . not b =:en. 'JIo t ':" , 

You must n6'" .noper y di.2p6Se of these Ihat~ria _s t: c' ted on Y!)Inr property to cure 
the unsightliness ot' t e pre ises wid in t irty da)'s of' n~(:eipt of t lis n ttc(::, If th ',S is 
not done you are sub .• . ct t! ' n it iti I ivil lle " tty of'two bund 'cd do lars pi '. an 
additional twenty-five do I n er d y for e ,~ d "l of co tin 100 \ito. ti n for \vhie 
ormal notice' \las I ro'vided. 

Thi; shal se. ve a ~ Y O·.lI· h '41. n cti ~e ofth'~ cit{ s fil lii;£g::.: 'feg~ rding the c )ndition )f :: "'"_1.1. 
prcrpe:Jiy and f le enslj i' g Ci 'l' i pert ' it:::- to ":V~l'.ch ycu as:e l1d~, "'. - f y(H.~ \ ~;= ~} '1 to 'x riteS. i.n 's 
nctice. Y Ul -11ust cont~ ";l _ e~ ~n - : ' , .i L jn2~~ -.\'ithin +Jft'=:en d E.\y ~~ :} ,', ~ 'I e re.ceipt of C :'s l ,~t er. 

SjflLer'~' y. 
/ -

i'~~~~L- $k ,u,:Zc 

Sara .: a~!.s~l.. 
COtLd'O.1l1to/ De-~.'(·.to~ .mc,", . Ct. "~ .·(l i 1' at~=,>· 



Ph 

laska at its Be t!" 

October 10, 2 05 

,vr am 8 , & R. J Je 1 . 
485 N, Alaska Stree 
PalmerI A 99645 

Subject: Prope . 10# 50218121...01"" 

Dear Property 0 

OF ,..--.---.._.E 

930 

e co. ducted a ite v'sl t to <: eck on e pr r _ s of V yard deanup, T' er ~ 

has n a great improve ent '0 t e condi "00 of y 'r yard and w . hank "Y' lJ for 
y ur efforts .. It ~ s ed at ther . .. ' st~ i ,e d . required, ere seemec" D 

n . merous items left ut in . he font yard .hat . ould be sto 'ed in a ne"' tad 
orderlv fas' j n. 

It i . our destre to see you 5 creed : n V r .ffo a. ' t '.ref r . are: offering you 
a er .' NeekS to compfete . he . ean p.. Ou: pta. ;5 to make anoter Stte visit 
or about October 25, 200-'; if the site is dea ed U i ' e 'it t. e. . ab e to cloSE yo r 
file , 

o ce again, we appreciat . your ff 's. 

Sincerely, 

.1 

)awn U, Websb~· 
Pia n.ng and Code. CompUan..; Tef:hntcta 

• :.~ : . '':~ . .. ' ! (, -\ r -:'. 

A r li n/ 



,,) €.-~t~'" 
1~S f '- - t~ ,: L!(*(~~ _ 

-()GLjLt~ ·L h) n.U--'It:t~;. --

2.~ A11icte u ~bei 
:- - (1/an$ferlT.om~} _ 

- - - - --------------------.-.-----------------":>I_--.-=.. 

tfr!ITED g-'i.A.TES P-r STA-.t S ER {iCE III III 
-----------.--------'-------~-----~----------~~~----~~ 

• S6.nder: PI ase'p ;nt yo 

City of Pal . r 1j 
23 est Evergreen 
PaJmer, AK 99645 

-~ .. --------._ ........ ..:...o. ___ _ . _ __"__ 

U.S. Postal Servicen, . 
CERTIFIED MAILrn RECEIP"F ' 
(Domestic Mail Only; No Insurance Coverage ProvJded) 

" -- r~·T7~:,-----·~-~-----·-·· ----·-·---·--------------1 

:; : , ) -:: hte_v i. I 

- 1 ~;~;~,;t,~~~ ,:. : iii~L~;,(~h~ ',. ',:':, ,:: ,,: :,:,'. ,:: :," I 
I - of" -, IV'\..-\ ! 



. laska at it' Bestr' 

prU 26, 2006 

ILlIAM B. & R. ,. JEHlE ' 
48S N. ALASKA STREET 
PAL ER,AK 99645 

231 Ves. Everg ee enue 
Pa1rnef, Alaska " 964·5 

Phone (907) 761-1306 • fax (901) 745-.Y1:31) 
. . .cityo ·palmer. rg 

CERTIFIED All-· RETURN RECE.PT REQ ESTED .. - Property !O# LOT 18, B 
T A. SMITH ·· 5021B12LO018 

Dear Prupe . 0 f\tn .. : 

T'is letter is the CIty' inttiat contact this year r _ rding Vou · pr r;rty at 485 ~ 
as a Street, T, A: Snith Subdiv's'o ,'The perty . P ~tS to contain a . IE:ctl n f 

trash, litter, a .. d ot _r dtscarded items. ThtS co diron . ' V violate Clty Cod . Ch p _€.r 
8.38 ( uisance·- J k, .i €.r an ' Unsightly Prem~se .) , 

. e Ci, ,. . · ests tt at Y u . mmediate 'y begin to -e these mate : i.' fro th -; 
ope and to c..a the operty to a neat and orde~t f":ondit~on ;th , t a' I 

accumulatron of ~' unki litter a d u sig ty materials. Th~ city's annual ~ . ri _, cteanu~ 
day 's sc edut . for ay 13, 2 6. You may wish to take advantage of thi<: prograr I , 

If this work is t co pleted b " May - I 2006, .he elV may iss .~ ~ for .. al . tic:: to 
abate .. 

I ask for V r coope aJon i . c an4 ~ up this pr petty . ' t: the City and '-he r s' dents 
~n VO r area ill app eo te your .fforts. Thank you t; r ou' . ttention L, tTI4S I -.quest. 

s.ncerety, 

[ ll ') l . -' .. ') !~ .. ~J~i- il~f\~~) .. ~ .. ftl .. J f(_ ._./ -\.. 

awn U, NelJstef 
. tann"ng and Coo . G. mpfance lG:::ch !,'C';1 

Ene: 8,38 



Street ddf1e$ 485 . 'asl<iol Stree 

tega [)esc ' : . toi1 , 

Prc.>pert. 0 iI ' · B. & . J. J6tl. "- . 

at1ing AddT: ,,, . 85 ' , . f b:: ". ~' , 'c;:1, , .. 1 er. I.'" !:) / ':t 5 

Co dition & at ~ 

1 'lett~5em 4-:". ~'·J 'ad ' E; ~- ,8- .. 

7',' tetter Se o .3d . ~ . . 

. ---~ .• -~~-~---... ,--,~~--.--.-~.--.-.. - . , .. ... .. ---' .... 'n _ - ... -_~---.-----~-.- .~--1 

Fo1 . 'Up: 

'--________ K_~ __ .a.. ____ •• _._ , •• _. ~_ •• _ .. _ , '" _ _ . _~_~.~ .. .. _, .. _ .. .. ",', _ _ ___ .... _ • • __ ~ __ . - -_ .. __ .. ,-



April 18, 2007 

tLlAM B .. & R. J. JEHLE 
485 ~ AlASKA STREET 
PAL ER, AK 99645 

CERTIAEO MAIL - RETU 
18, B!ock 12, T A Srriith '-

Dear Property 0 ner 

231 \ ~:St Evergreen A"enue 
. rOOf; Alaska 99645 

Phol.e (907) 7 1- 3 6. Fax (907) 745~", 3C 
. v.cityofpa mer .Oli ... 

RECEIPT REQUESTED - Property 10# 502 ~.2l 18 ·_· Lot 
div'sion 

Complaints continue to . recej erl r
at 485 N. Alaska Street: aJmer{ A aska, 
t" r 5 an yellow tir bag', 
v'otates City Code Cha . 

c~· reque:~ . that y . -mm drat y 
property and t clean ttl roperty to 
accumulation f junk litter and uns'ghtl . ter' ars, . 'f this war' 

av 2, 2007, the Ctty \.viU 'ssue a forma notice t abate: 

. - as" ~ r your cooperat . in c ean'ng up ttl's _ 
90 your area wHi apprec'ate y ur effo 's, T. an· 

S;nc: .,rely, 

, .Gl'flinr . :: h k~ : 

,. Bot. _ t € C't:y a . t :€ restdent . 
r y r attentt ' to t i ' r -' est 



DEPART E T OF CO MUNITV DEVELOP ENT 

VVILLIAfVl B. & R. J. JEHLEN 
485 N. ALASKA STREET 
PALMER, AK 99645 

Received 

APR 2 6 1010 

City of Palmer 

Sandra Garfey 
Director 

David Meneses 
Building ir5pector 

Mail_ 231 _ E 'e!p£o Ave 
lOCElior.: 645 E. Cope Ind'..u iaf Way 

Patrner. AK ~5-6748 
Phone: 001-745-3709 

Direcf Phoo€: 9Oi'-i61-1 306 
Fc-.lC 907-145-5443 
,~(-org 

CERTIFIED [\1AIL - RETURN RECEIPf REQUESTED - Properl), ID# S021812L018 

Dear Propelty Owner: 

In response to complaints received by this office regarding the condition of your 
property, a site observation was conducted on April 26, 2010. You are being sent 
this letter because you are the listed owner , of record for the propelty located at 
485 N. Ataska Street, Palmer, Alaska. Tile propeltv contains a collection of used 
items including, used building rnaterials, coolers, ane! other discarded items. 
Additionallv, there is a vehicle pa tikecl along the north side of YOllr residence 
which appears to meet the definition of junk vehicle according to P~1C 8.37; it 
appears to be inol~erable, uninsured, anel unregisterecl. The conclition of your 
property appears to be in violation IOf City Cocle Chapter 8.38 (Nuisance - Junk, 
Litter and UnsiglltlV Premises) anel 8.37, (Junk Vehicles). 

The City requests that vou imnlediately begin to remove these materials from the 
property and to clean the propertv to a neat and orderly condition without an 
accumulation of junk, litter and unsightly materials. If this work is not completed 
bV [Via)! 15{ 2010, the City may issu€ a formal notice to abate. Please be advised, 
the city/s cleanup dav is May 8, 2010. You may be able to take advantage of the 
program t o help rid yourselves of some of the items noted above. 

VVe ask for your cooperation in cleani ng LIP this propeltv. Both the Cit)! and the 
residents in your area will appreciat e ,tour effolts. 

Thank vou for your prompt attention to this request. 

Sincerely f 

Dawn U. V\lebster 
I lanning & Code Compliance Specia l'ist 

Enclosu res: Pf\1C 8.37 and 8 .2,8 



DEPARTME T OF CO UNITY DEVELOP ENT 

January 28, 2011 

VVIllIAr\1 B. & R. J. JEHlEN 
485 [\j. AU-\SKA STREET 
PALMER, AK 99645 

Sandra Gartey 
DlrectOf 

David Meneses 
Deputy Director ~ Buildi~ Iffipector 

ail. 231 W. h-eI!J€€il A~. 
locabon: 645 E. Cope ~ial Wc.y 

P~r . AK 99&15,-6748 
P~~ 90 -145-3709 

Oire~l PliOlie': 907-761-1S06 
F?...l': 907-745-5H3 

w .cityofpallTlEt.OIg 

CERTIFI ED fVlAI l - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED - Propelty 10# S021B12L018 

Dear Property Owner: 

This letter is the City's Formal Notice of Abatement. The condition of your property at 
485 N. A laska St., Palmer, Alaska is in violation of the City's Municipal Code Chapter 
8.38, Nu isance - Junk, Litter and Unsightly Premises. The property contails a 
collection of junk, building materials or appliances in violation of code. 

YOL! signed for receipt of my celtified letter dated January 11, 201 1 on January 201 

201 1. A copy of that lettel- is enclosed. That letter asked that you begin to relnove 
these il'iaterials form the propelty and all such materials be removee! by January 28, 
2011 . That has not been done. 

You must now properly dispose of these materials oeated on your property 
to cure the unsightliness of the premises within 30 days of receipt of this 
notice. If this is not done, you are subject to an initial civil penalty of 
$75.00 plus an additional $10.00 surcharge. If the violation is not removed 
within the allotted timeframe, additional fines may be assessed for each day 
of continued violation for which formal notice was provided. 

This shalt serve as your final notice of the City's findings regarcling the condition of 
your property ane! the ensuing civil penaltv to which you may becorne liable. If you 
wish to co ntest this forrnal notice, YOl! 1l1ust contact rne, in writing, within 15 clays of 
the receipt of this letter. 

Sincerelv .. 

ROil Anderson 
Planning & Code Compliance Specialist 

Erlclosl!re : Palrner r\11Lwlicil:::al Coeie, Chapter 1.08 



DEPAR ENT OF COM UNITY DEVELOP ENT 

Januarv 28, 201 1 

VVILLIA~1 8. & R. J. JEHLEN 
485 N. ALASKA STREET 
PALlViER, AK 99645 

Sandra Garfey 
Director 

David Meneses 
[)eputy Director! Building Inspector 

tk:;): :!:31 W _ Evergn::en Ave _ 
location: 6-45 E. Cop.:! Indos*'izJ Way 

Pafm€f . AK 99645-67-4f! 
Phone: 901-145-3109 

Din::dPhooe: 007 -1S1-1306 
Fax Q{t7-745-5443 

_ri~~fp*l1el_org 

CERTIFI ED f\1AIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED - Propelty ID# 502 1B12L018 

Dear Propelty Owner: 

This letter is tile City's Formal Notice of Abatement. The condition of your property .at 
485 N. Alaska St., Palmer, Alaska is in violation of the City's Municipal Code Chapter 
8.37, Junk Vehicles. The property contains vehicles in violation of code. 

You signed for receipt of my certified letter dated January i i, 201 1 on Januarv 20, 
2011. p\ copy of that letter is enclosed. That letter asked that you repair, register and 
insure the vehicles or remove them from the property by January 28, 2011. 

You must now properly dispose of the vehicles located on your property to 
cure the unsightliness of the premises within 30 days of receipt of this 
notice. If this is not done, you are subject to an initial civil penalty of 
$75cOO plus an additional $10.00 surcharge. If the violation is not removed 
within the allotted timeframe, additional fines may be assessed for each day 
of continued violation for which formal notice was provided. 

This shal l serVE as your final notice of the City's findings regarding the cond ition of 
your propelty and the ensuing civil penalty to which )Iou may becomE liable. If vou 
wish to contest this formal not ice, you must contact rne, in writing, within 15 da,ts of 
the receipt of this letter. 

:incerely, 

Ron AndE!-SOIl 
Planning 8, COdE CorrqJliance =,pecialist 

Enclosure: Palmer rVj unicil.:sal Code, Chapter 1.08 





CODE COMPUANCE CITATION c 'oiFF" .. 
Vlolatton of P .mer MunicIpal Code t I ~ I 

City of P lmer Cas II ' C~ 
PLAINTIFF: CITV OF PAL ER ----'---

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF ALASKA IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
AT PALMER. I, the undersigned officer, have reasonable grounds to 
be·lieve that the defendant committed the offense described below. 
I certify under penalty of perjury that the following is true: 

j""\ ,. +- ~ ~ 'J i • ~'1 
On \ "~; V·J~j"~···.A, I ,20_~ .' __ , at I Gn/pm, 

-- () ('). \ ~ 110 . 
defendant J O.,. ... ~··jC' "'- _ \N J....'tlkJ..,,.,/.~.' \ 

Last i . ·i· . ·k' .:". (\~ .. ~ ,.F'rst (: l 
\ ..... f " I J '{ . 

Address(Residence): '. "J'''.) ,) . V _ ~ , . ,,~, ,\. 
Middle 

'i . r: 
Mailing: A __ rJ.Ai'v<.... C\/l i.~,.J,"'i)' · '" 

C" ,. f 11 (" . t 'I .-. 
City: \..J C\X/v·V\.\./\ State _)~r<_. __ ZiP}:-~· l· c.. "~~; 
Vehicle L~p~ I:~ L. i\ I I 
Number t: rl • - "' ..... - State [, i\ , 
did unlawfully, within the City of Palmer, Matanuska
Susitna Borough, commit the following offen~~s): 
City of Palmer Code Section Violated: ("or .. bl i 

'~ '-,.. . n~:1 I ). 0.. A' 1tf1 . ) 
Description of Offense: ', .... \. ~ ; ... -...... . './ ." ..... "'--:,,,'4'·· 

Location of Offense: --",~.,-."-,,: : ._A·_.'v_ .. \_ (_ .. \_.·(} __ ;)._.J_~_·G_"-._l'- x_.· ___ _ 

MBS Tax Parcel # 

T i '~. Rt>~ L. Section ~~,<~ Meridian5J~\ t, " 'r;,? 5"' C 'f\ 
Fine: $ 5 Surcharge: $'10.00 Total: $' : . ~ . )() 

{PMC i.08} 

o OPTIONAL APPEARANCE. See Instruction on back. 
o MANDATORY COURT APPEARANCE. You must 

appear in court within 5 days. If you are under 18. 
you must bring your parent or legal guard ian. 

COURT ADDRESS: 435 S. Denali Street, Palmer, AK. 
Bring.the citation with you to court. 

Circle one: '. . , . 1-" n.. ~ , 
1. I acknowledge receipt of this Gila,tio.!) cin:'_:v_~-+-. 

Defendant signature: ' ' ..... - I"'f • . 

2 . Certified Mail-ADDRESSEE ONL Y -Retum-Ret.eiP.i 
Required Certified Mail No. ________ _ 
{copy attached) 

De .. dant .' 'fused to sign - per~9nally servedl
J . ~ '··~I).H 

Signatu of Officer 1.0. # ~t~ 
WARNING: If you do not respond as required, 

a warrant may be issued for your arrest or a default 
judgment may be entered 'against you. 

See "Consequences of Failure to Respond" on Back 

Cit), Copy 

(j 

C) 
o 
(:) 
""'1 



CODE COMPLIANCE CITATION C 
Violation of Palmer Municipal Code ,i ~ 2 

CIty of Palmer Ca. II · J ." t '-' . 
PLAINTIFF: CllY OF PALMER 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF ALASKA I N THE DISTRICT COURT 
AT PALMER. I, the undersigned officer, have reasonable grounds to 
believe that the defendant committed the offense described below. 
I certify under penalty of perjury that the following is true: 

. f--.~. • ."1 "1 , ~ ;°"1 
On 1 • • ; :~'''I~'~\·~..t,~ ,20_1 __ , at Qn/pm , 

defendantJ(.~~, t;J ~ 
Last t \ (:"1 ~ (\ t'\ l"; Fir~t (ji 

Address(Residence): \ () .:J i J _ " ,l;(,4.-~itt:t~ ,~, 

: .' ./ (,"." h. fl. ri." .... , .. 't .~.~, Mailing: ... \ .,( ll/v"'",:. ~. 1.."JO 

City: PO~~\ state:T1 ~.! 
Vehicle License 
Number State , 
did unlawfully, within the City of Palmer, Matanuska
Susitna Borough, commit the following o~n~~: 
City of Palmer Code Section Violated: . ~ . d! I ) 

1') ~ I\,. 
D . t' f Off I. : ) /0. .l .is oM "'" ;.. ' ~ .. i \ ,\ 11\) escnp Ion 0 ense.. v .... · . . .. .., "' . • "...... • '.J , ' ./ ' - \ 
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o OPTIONAL APPEARANCE, See Instruction on back 
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Chapter 8.38 
NUISANCE - JUNK, LITTER AND UNSIGHTLY PREMISES 

Sections: 

8.38.010 Definitions. 

8.38.020 Owner and occupant to maintain premises. 

8.38.030 Initiation of action. 

8.38.040 Initial inspection and report. 

8.38.050 Initial contact with owner and/or occupant. 

8.38.060 Final notice to abate violation. 

8.38.070 Repealed. 

8.38.075 Remedies. 

8.38.080 Repealed. 

8.38.090 Repealed. 

8.38.100 Repealed. 

8.38.110 Repealed. 

8.38.120 Repealed. 

8.38.130 Repealed. 

8.38.140 Repealed. 

8.38.010 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following words are defined in this section: 

"Junk" means any worn-out, wrecked, scrapped, partially or fully dismantled or discarded tangible 

material, combination of materials or items that cannot without further alteration and reconditioning be 

used for their original purposes, including but not limited to appliances, building material, chemicals, 

equipment, furniture, machinery, metal, rags, rubber, paper, plastics and wood. 

"Litter" means all improperly discarded waste material, including but not limited to convenience food, 

beverage and other product packages or containers constructed of steel, aluminum, glass, paper, plastic 

and other natural and synthetic material, thrown or deposited on the lands and waters within the 

boundaries of the city. 

"Occupant" means the person in possession of the real property on which the junk or litter is located. 

"Occupant" includes tenant and lessee. 

"Owner" means the owner of the real property on which the junk or litter is located, or the agent of the 

owner. 

"Unsightly premises" means property including but not limited to building exteriors maintained in such 

condition as to become so defective or unsightly or in such condition of deterioration or disrepair that the 

property causes appreciable diminution of the property values of surrounding property or is materially 

detrimental to proximal properties and improvements is a public nuisance. This includes but is not limited 



to the keeping or disposing of or the scattering over the property or premises of any lumber, junk, trash or 

debris; abandoned, discarded or unused objects or equipment such as automobiles, furniture, stoves, 

refrigerators, freezers, cans or containers; stagnant water or excavations; or any device, decoration, 

design, fence, structure, clothesline or vegetation that is unsightly by reason of its condition or its 

inappropriate location. 

"Zoning administrator" means the person or the designee authorized by the city manager to enforce this 

chapter. (Ord. 06-016 § 3, 2006; Ord. 516 § 3, 1997) 

8.38.020 Owner and occupant to maintain premises. 

A. The owner and the occupant of any private property in the city shall at all times maintain the premises 

free from significant accumulations of junk and litter; provided, however, that this section shall not prohibit 

the storage of junk or litter in authorized private receptacles for collection, or the storage of junk that is not 

visible to the public at large. A significant accumulation of junk or litter on any private property in the city 

contrary to this section is deemed to be a public nuisance. 

B. The owner and the occupant of any private property in the city shall at all times maintain the property in 

a manner so that the property does not constitute an unsightly premises. 

C. This chapter does not apply to property zoned industrial. (Ord. 06-016 § 3, 2006; Ord. 516 § 3, 1997) 

8.38.030 Initiation of action. 

A city resident may initiate action under this chapter by filing a written signed statement with the zoning 

administrator complaining about junk, litter, or an unsightly premises on private property in the city. The 

zoning administrator may initiate action even without a complaint. (Ord. 06-016 § 3, 2006; Ord. 516 § 3, 

1997) 

8.38.040 Initial inspection and report. 

Upon receiving a duly filed complaint, the zoning administrator will inspect the property in a reasonable 

time and make a written report of the findings of the inspection. When practicable, photographs of the 

premises will be attached to the report. The reports are to be maintained for at least one year. (Ord. 06-

016 § 3, 2006; Ord. 516 § 3,1997) 

8.38.050 Initial contact with owner and/or occupant. 

Unless the zoning administrator finds that health and safety considerations require prompt abatement of 

junk, litter, or an unsightly premises, the zoning administrator may contact the owner and/or occupant 

informally, either verbally or in writing or both, and inform the owner and/or occupant that the property 

appears to contain junk, litter or be an unsightly premises, that such may violate city ordinance, and that 

the city requests the junk, litter, or unsightly premises be removed or otherwise brought into compliance 

within a reasonable time, normally not to exceed 15 days. (Ord. 06-016 § 3, 2006; Ord. 516 § 3,1997) 

8.38.060 Final notice to abate violation. 



A. After the zoning administrator has made a written report of the findings of the inspection and 

determined that there is a violation of this chapter, the zoning administrator shall provide final notice to 

abate the violation. 

B. Final Notice. 

1. The zoning administrator is authorized to notify either the owner and/or the occupant of 

property regarding a violation of this chapter. 

2. Notice to the owner may be provided at the owner's last known address as shown on the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough assessment rolls for the city. Notice to the occupant may be 

provided by serving any adult residing on the premises. Notice to either the owner or occupant 

may be made in any other reasonable manner to assure due process is met. 

3. The notice shall state the following: 

a. The name of the owner and/or occupant; 

b. The property description; 

c. The specific type and location of the junk or litter on the property or describe what 

makes the premises unsightly; 

d. The owner and/or occupant of the property is to properly dispose of junk or litter located 

on the property or to cure the unsightliness of the premises within 30 days of receipt of the 

notice; 

e. If the junk or litter is not properly disposed of or the unsightliness cured within 30 days 

after receipt of the final notice, the property owner and/or occupant is subject to the 

enforcement procedures as stated in PMC 1.08.011 or 1.08.013. The zoning administrator 

may issue a ticket or obtain city council approval to commence a lawsuit requesting a 

remedy allowed under PMC 1.08.013 or at law. (Ord. 06-016 § 3, 2006; Ord. 516 § 3, 

1997) 

8.38.070 Response to formal notice. 

Repealed by Ord. 06-016. (Ord. 516 § 3,1997) 

8.38.075 Remedies. 

A. If the junk or litter is not properly disposed of or the unsightliness cured within 30 days after receipt of 

the final notice, the property owner and/or occupant is subject to the enforcement procedures as stated in 

PMC 1.08.011 or 1.08.013. 



B. After first confirmation and documentation (including photography) that the condition of the property 

has not changed sufficiently to comply with the terms of the final notice, the zoning administrator may 

issue a ticket. 

C. In circumstances where appropriate, given the magnitude of the offense or continuous noncompliance 

including without limitation offenders who fail to comply with the final notice even after conviction or 

repeat offenders, the zoning administrator may obtain city council approval to commence a lawsuit 

requesting a remedy allowed under PMC 1.08.013 or at law. (Ord. 06-016 § 3, 2006) 

8.38.080 Hearing procedure. 

Repealed by Ord. 06-016. (Ord. 516 § 3,1997) 

8.38.090 Hearing decision. 

Repealed by Ord. 06-016. (Ord. 516 § 3, 1997) 

8.38.1 00 Appeal. 

Repealed by Ord. 06-016. (Ord. 516 § 3, 1997) 

8.38.110 Enforcement of decisions and orders. 

Repealed by Ord. 06-016. (Ord. 516 § 3,1997) 

8.38.120 Board established. 

Repealed by Ord. 06-016. (Ord. 516 § 3, 1997) 

8.38.130 Conflict of interest. 

Repealed by Ord. 06-016. (Ord. 516 § 3, 1997) 

8.38.140 Ex parte contacts prohibited. 

Repealed by Ord. 06-016. (Ord. 516 § 3, 1997) 



Sections: 

1.08.010 

1.08.011 

1.08.013 

1.08.120 

Repealed. 

General fine penalties. 

Other remedies. 

Penalty surcharge. 

Chapter 1.08 
GENERAL PENAL TY* 

* For Charter provisions authorizing the city to impose penalties for ordinance violation of not more than a fine 

of $300.00 or imprisonment for 30 days, see Charter Section 1.9. 

1.08.010 Designated. 

Repealed by Ord. 06-005. (Ord. 535 § 3, 1998; Ord. 280 § 3, 1983; Ord. 205 § 3, 1978) 

1.08.011 General fine penalties. 

A. A person who violates a provision of this code shall, upon conviction, be subject to punishment by the 

fine established in the current, adopted budget. 

B. If no other penalty is specifically or by adoption prescribed by a particular ordinance, the general 

penalty for violation of the ordinance is as stated in the current, adopted budget. 

C. In accordance with AS 12.25.195 through 12.25.230, for a violation that cannot result in incarceration 

or the loss of a valuable license, a person may dispose of the citation without a court appearance by 

submitting to the clerk of court all of the following: 

1. Payment of the fine amount and the applicable surcharge as established in the current, adopted 

budget; and 

2. A copy of the citation signed by the person indicating the person's waiver of court appearance, 

entry of plea of no contest, and forfeiture of the fine. 

D. When the fine is forfeited under subsection (C) of this section, a judgment of conviction shall be 

entered. The fine paid is complete satisfaction for the offense. (Ord. 07-029 § 4,2007; Ord. 06-005 § 4, 

2006) 

1.08.013 Other remedies. 

The city may institute a civil action against a person, including a minor as provided in AS 29.25.072, who 

violates an ordinance. A person who violates a provision of this code may be subject to injunctive relief, 

compensatory relief, and a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000 for each violation. An action to enjoin a 

violation may be brought notwithstanding the availability of any other remedy. On application for injunctive 

relief and a finding of a violation or threatened violation, the superior court shall grant the injunction. Each 

day that a violation of a provision of this code continues constitutes a separate violation. This section 

does not bar other civil remedies. (Ord. 06-005 § 5, 2006) 



1.08.020 Penalty surcharge. 

A. In addition to any fine or other penalty prescribed by law, a person who pleads guilty or nolo 

contendere to, forfeits bail for, or is convicted of: 

1. A violation of this code comparable to a misdemeanor offense under AS 28.33.030, 28.33.031, 

28.35.030, or 28.35.032 and adopted under AS 28.01.010 shall be assessed a surcharge of 

$75.00; 

2. A misdemeanor or other violation of this code if a sentence of incarceration may be imposed for 

the misdemeanor or ordinance violation, other than a provision identified in subsection (A)(1) of this 

section, shall be assessed a surcharge of $50.00; and 

3. A misdemeanor or a violation of this code if a sentence of incarceration may not be imposed for 

the misdemeanor or ordinance violation shall be assessed a surcharge of $10.00 if the fine or bail 

forfeiture amount for the offense is $30.00 or more. 

B. The surcharge shall be deposited into the general fund of the state in accordance with AS 29.25.072. 

(Ord. 537 § 3, 1998) 




