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      City Council Minutes 
City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Regular Meeting 
September 9, 2003 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on September 9, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
council chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
B. ROLL CALL, DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 
 Jim Cooper   Brian Fish 
  Steve Carrington  Tony Pippel 
  Kathrine Vanover  John Combs 
 Brad Hanson 
   
Also in attendance were the following: 
  
 Tom Healy, City Manager 

Jack Snodgrass, City Attorney 
Janette Persinger, City Clerk 

 
Mayor Cooper presented a proclamation of appreciation to Council Member Pippel for the 
contributions of his father Robert Pippel. 
 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion carried by unanimous consent to approve the agenda as presented.  
 
D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Carrington. 
 
E. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
Unanimous consent – to approve the amended minutes of the 8-26-03 regular meeting.  
 
F. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. To Declare Items as Surplus and Authorize the City Manager to Advertise for Bids for 
Surplus Equipment – passed under the consent agenda. 

 
G. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS 
 

1. Russ Boatright – Chief of Police 
Chief Boatright reported on the following items: 
• Introduced Officer Donna Anthony. Officer Anthony has been employed with the 

department since February 2003. Officer Anthony explained her previous involvement 
with the School Resource Officer (SRO) program and her vision for a like program in 
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the Palmer police department. Council Member Vanover suggested that the program 
be presented to the school board for their approval. 

• Fair vandalism and thefts, Chief Boatright stated that most of the incidents were 
alcohol related.  

• An increase in minor consuming alcohol (MCA) incidents – the effected age group is 
reported to be 16 and 17 year olds. 

• In an effort to prevent traffic accidents during the fair, the department adopted a zero 
tolerance policy for traffic violations. Discussion ensued regarding the areas in which 
the officers are stopping traffic, the amount of warnings given to the public and 
increased patrol in school zones. 

• When asked of the status of the “Click It or Ticket It” program, Chief Boatright stated 
that the State of Alaska is no longer providing for overtime but there has been a 
noticeable decrease in the amounts of drivers without seatbelts. Particularly noted is 
the decrease in children riding without seatbelts. 

• When asked of the reason for the termination of the reservist program, Chief Boatright 
cited the issues of liability and the manner in which it was operated. He stated that it is 
a viable option to begin another program; however the program would need to start out 
small, be tightly supervised, strong guidelines developed and extensive training would 
be necessary. Council Member Combs stated that the Neighborhood Watch program 
has requested a representative from the police department attend their meetings which 
are held the 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Library. He further stated 
the desire of the group to become involved with events. Mayor Cooper asked that 
within three months, Chief Boatright bring back to council the cost of beginning a 
modest reservist program.  

 
H. BOROUGH REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 
 
I. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 

1. Dan and Verna Hughes – Salvation Army 
As representatives of the Salvation Army, Mr. and Mrs. Hughes explained the After-
School Program they are beginning at the Salvation Army. The goal of the program is to 
provide character building and structured activities for the students. Their targeted age 
group is junior high students. The Hughes’ are in the process of writing grants and stated 
that at this time, they will be using volunteers to operate the program. When asked what 
the City could do to help, the Hughes’ replied with financial contributions, advertising, 
and miscellaneous items for the facility. To date, they have received $900 from the Lion’s 
Club and area churches will be placing the information in their bulletins.  

 
J. HEARINGS, ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
Item 1 – Resolution No. 1319: Confirming the Appointment of Judges and Clerks for the City of 
Palmer Regular Election on Tuesday, October 7, 2003 
 

MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Vanover 

To adopt resolution no. 1319 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Item 2 – Resolution No. 1320: Establishing the City of Palmer’s Capital Project Priorities for FY 
2005 Funding under Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation’s Municipal Matching 
Grant Program 
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MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Vanover 

To adopt resolution no. 1320 

 
Discussion ensued regarding activities of phase III and amount of following phases.  
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Item 3 – Resolution No. 1312: Authorizing the Mayor or City Manager to Release the 
Restrictions Contained in the Deed from the City of Palmer to the Valley Hospital Association, 
Inc. Regarding Lot One, Deneke Park Subdivision 
 

MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Hanson 

To adopt resolution no. 1312 
 

 
George Larson, representing Valley Hospital Association, was in attendance. Attending with Mr. 
Larson was Joe Reece of Davis, Wright and Germaine.  
 

Discussion ensued regarding the two Certificates of Need. Mr. Larson stated the need for the 
certificates to be completed sequentially.  
 

Mayor Cooper stated the community’s desire to have a hospital in the Valley and the willingness 
of the City of Palmer to “play by the rules”. Mayor Cooper expanded on the engineering study 
and asked for the City of Palmer to be treated fairly. He further stated the City’s willingness to 
release the covenants. 
 

Attorney Snodgrass stated that the issue of the covenant and utility service appointment are not 
tied together and reiterated the need for fair consideration of the City of Palmer. 
 

Council Member Pippel stated that the City of Palmer is not trying to hold the hospital “project 
back” but desires for the City to retain some control of the City’s asset. He further stated that the 
City is interested in a long term relationship with the hospital.  
 

Council Member Hanson stated that the release of the covenant is a strategic issue and an 
emotional and financial issue. He further stated, due to the responsibility to the community, it is 
not in the best interest to release the covenant until use of the Valley Hospital facility is identified. 
 

Council Member Combs also reiterated the issue of sewer and water service to the new facility 
and the release of the covenant to be two separate issues. He stated that the utility provider for the 
hospital should be the best suited for the hospital. Council Member Combs voiced his concerns of 
covenant removal without the assurance of the facility’s use. 
 

Mr. Reece stated that from a purely business point of view, the building is designed for a hospital 
and the ideal situation would be for the building to be used for an activity related to medical care. 
Mr. Larson stated that Triad is working at reserving the building for medical care. 
 

Discussion ensued regarding the acute, long-term, mental health, chemical dependence and 
psychiatric care.  
 

Mr. Larson requested that if the City is interested in negotiating a fair market value for the 
property to allow the City Manager to begin the process.  
 

Motion by Pippel to authorize the City Manager to enter into negotiations with Valley Hospital 
Association regarding the valuation of covenanted property.  
2nd by Carrington. 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
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Motion by Pippel to postpone definitely resolution no. 1312 until the next council meeting. 
2nd by Vanover. 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
  

VOTE ON MOTION: Postponed definitely until September 23, 2003, council meeting. 
 
Officers Turney and Hammons introduced themselves to the council. Officer Kelly Turney stated 
that he relocated to Palmer from the North Slope and Officer Jamie Hammons stated that 
relocated to Palmer from Haines.  
 
A break was taken from 8:37 p.m. to 8:49 p.m. 
 
K. BIDS 
 
Item 1 – Alaska Family Resource Center Shelter Construction Project 
 

MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Combs 

To accept the bids of Collins Construction, Inc., 
Wolverine Supply, Inc. and Lake View General 
Contracting, Inc. and authorize the City Manager to 
award the contract to Collins Construction, Inc. in the 
amount of $842,000 base bid, contingent on meeting the 
grant requirements and to authorize the City Manager to 
begin the protest period 

 
City Manager Healy explained the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) process. 
Discussion ensued regarding the facility and the construction schedule. 
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
L. OLD BUSINESS 
 
M. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 – Authorize City Manager to Amend an Agreement with Hattenburg, Dilley and 
Linnell Engineers from Construction Management Services, West Evergreen Avenue 
Project 
 

MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Fish 

To authorize the City Manger to amend the agreement 
with Hattenburg, Dilley and Linnell Engineers from 
Construction Management Services, West Evergreen 
Avenue Project not to exceed $93,890 

 
Discussion ensued regarding the monetary changes and the basis for the amendment.  
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Item 2 – Discussion of 2004-2006 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
 
City Manager Healy explained the letter written by him and the reductions in federal funding.  
Discussion ensued regarding GARVEY and the impacts and levels of projects being funded.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the projects listed on the STIP and the time frames involved for 
funding. 
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N. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Healy reported on the following items: 

• The annexation was complete on September 5, 2003. An informational newsletter will be 
distributed to residents explaining City services. 

• The status of the following projects: N. Gulkana/E. Eagle, Fireweed Ave., Airport Rd. and 
E. Evergreen Ave. and Glenn Highway/Dogwood Intersection. 

• Status of Valley Hospital utilities – discussion ensued regarding the final Borough 
engineering study. 

• Status of the wage study. 
• Liquor license application by Daniel Lucas. 
• The proposed changes in lane configuration on W. Evergreen Avenue. 
• The status of discussion with Wasilla regarding the dispatch center. Discussion ensued 

regarding time frames involved and the contingency of the cooperative agreement. 
 

O. CITY CLERK’S REPORT 
 
P. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Q. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Pippel commented on the costs of the new well house building on Cope 
Industrial Way. 
 
Council Member Combs requested that another council member join him to request the 
Salvation Army be placed on the next meeting agenda. Council Members Vanover, Hanson and 
Carrington agreed with Council Member Combs. Council Member Combs stated that he felt the 
City of Palmer has a good working relationship with Triad Corporation. Council Member Combs 
suggested placing a streetlight in the area of Beaver Street to Eklutna in the middle of Eklutna 
Street section and stated that although tired, he enjoy his first week of work with the Boys & Girls 
Club. 
 
Council Member Fish stated that he was thankful to be surrounded by the wealth of knowledge 
of the other council members, making his job much easier.  
 
Council Member Hanson encouraged administration to move forward with providing utility 
service to the Helen Drive area, citing that through the annexation, the City of Palmer made a 
commitment to the area. Council Member Hanson complimented the Public Works department on 
the work that is being done to the baseball fields.  
 
Council Member Vanover had no comment. 
 
Council Member Carrington commented on the street closures and effectively communicating 
with the public. He highlighted an article regarding the ending closure date for Evergreen Avenue 
and suggested an advertisement alerting the public be taken out at the completion of this year’s 
construction season. In an attempt to increase revenue, Council Member Carrington suggested 
exploring the idea of “dealing with” the visitor’s center. One suggested idea was to modify the 
RFP process and request expected activities within the center.  
 
Mayor Cooper announced his absence from September 16 – 23, 2003. During his absence there 
are several activities that will be taking place. Mayor Cooper handed out the activities to council 
members who will be able to attend them.  



______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City of Palmer, Alaska  August 26, 2003
         Page 6 of 6 

 
 
R. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

MOVED BY: Combs 
SECONDED BY: Pippel 

To enter into executive session for subjects that tend to 
prejudice the reputation and character of any person – 
City Manager evaluation – a break was taken at 10:06 
and Executive Session was entered into at 10:17 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Council came out of executive session at 11:07 p.m. 
 
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Vanover 

To extend the meeting one hour 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Mayor Cooper directed that the City Manager’s contract renewal be placed on the agenda of the 
next Council meeting. 
 
S. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 11:08 pm.  
 

APPROVED THIS 23rd day of September 2003. 
 
For a signed copy – contact the City Clerk. 
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