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      City Council Minutes 
City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Regular Meeting 
November 25, 2003 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on November 25, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
council chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
B. ROLL CALL, DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 
 Jim Cooper   Ken Erbey 
  Steve Carrington  Tony Pippel 
 John Combs   Kathrine Vanover 
 Brad Hanson 
   
Also in attendance were the following: 
  
 Tom Healy, City Manager 

Jack Snodgrass, City Attorney 
Janette Persinger, City Clerk 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The agenda was approved as presented.  
 
D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Pippel. 
 
E. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
Unanimous consent – to approve the amended minutes of the 11-18-03 regular meeting.  
 
F. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Introduction – Ordinance No. 608: Amending Section 17.80.025 (Report by Commission) 
of Chapter 17.80 (Amendments of Title 17 (Zoning) of the Palmer Municipal Code) 

 
G. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS 
 

1. Pat Kilmain - Library 
Ms. Kilmain reported on the following items: 
• The City of Wasilla’s library is currently closed, the closure has caused an influx of 

patrons at the Palmer Library;  
• By year end, 80,000 patrons are expected to visit the Palmer Library, with a circulation 

increase of 20%; 
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• The Matanuska-Susitna Borough has entered into a contract to place automated 
systems in the 7 Borough libraries, Ms. Kilmain is working with the contractor who 
will install the system and anticipates a date of mid-August for implementation; 

• The automated system will be shared by the school system and public libraries; 
• Stated that a second story time has been added in the afternoon and the library is 

continuing to extend their story time program to area daycares; 
• Reported that there are fewer junior high students loitering at the library and that more 

are attending the Salvation Army program. Discussion of behavioral issues and actions 
of library staff members ensued; 

• The Library will be closed December 1 – 6, 2003 for inventory. The inventory will 
help to create an accurate data base for the new system;  

• Provided an update on the new carpet, the expected installation date is spring; 
• Stated that the new Director of Library Services will work on updating late fees after 

the first of the year. Money that is due to the City of Palmer is collected by the 
Borough and routed to the City; 

• General maintenance on the facility will be conducted during the library closure; and 
• Spoke of the $100,000 paid by the Borough and the expenditure of those funds. 

 
H. BOROUGH REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 
 
I. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

   
J. HEARINGS, ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

Item 1 – Resolution No. 1326: Adopting a Budget for City of Palmer, Alaska for the Fiscal Year 
Beginning January 1, 2004 and Ending December 31, 2004 and Appropriating Monies 
 

As required by the City of Palmer Charter (Section 6.3 b), a public hearing was 
held on the Fiscal Year 2004 Budget. There were no members of the public to be 
heard.  

 
Item 2 – Resolution No. 1327: Accepting a Grant from Matanuska-Susitna Borough for Paving 
Costs for the S. Denali Street Improvement Project 
MOVED BY: Combs 
SECONDED BY: Hanson 

To adopt resolution no. 1327 

 
City Manager Healy explained the resolution and the amount of the grant monies the City will 
receive. Discussion ensued regarding project completion and outstanding claims items. 
Discussion followed on required timeframes of the project and the issuance of Local 
Improvement District (LID) bills to citizens.  
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Item 3 – Resolution No. 1328: Accepting a Grant from the Matanuska-Susitna Borough for 
Palmer Visitor Center Garden Repairs 
MOVED BY: Hanson 
SECONDED BY: Carrington

To adopt resolution no. 1328 

 
Discussion regarding the bed tax funding source and local tourism grant funding sources ensued.  
 
The grant application process and intended plans for the garden was discussed, as well as, the 
amount of income received by the Borough for grant distribution. 
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Discussion ensued regarding the institution of an independent City of Palmer bed tax separate 
from the Borough’s tax. 
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
K. BIDS 
 
L. OLD BUSINESS  
 
M. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 – Authorize City Manager to Amend an Agreement with Mikunda, Cottrell & Co. 
for Assistance with Fixed Asset Records 
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Vanover 

To authorize the City Manager to amend the agreement 
with Mikunda, Cottrell & Co. for assistance with fixed 
asset records 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Item 2 – Authorize City Manager to Enter Into an Agreement with Perkins, Coie, LLP, for 
Legal Services 
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Combs 

To authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement 
with Perkins, Coie, LLP, for legal services 

 
City Manager Healy explained his association with Perkins, Coie, LLP, and stated the 
qualifications of attorney Gordon Tans, the attorney from Perkins, Coie who will represent the 
City. Attorney Snodgrass commented on the accreditation of Mr. Tans. 
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
N. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Healy reported on the following items: 
• Highlighted the 2003 Palmer Traffic Study and the short, mid and long term improvements 

recommended by the study and stated that the document is the last item required to be 
produced by the City for federal approval of the break in the Glenn Highway limited; 

• Discussion ensued regarding the implementation of new traffic patterns and public notification 
of those patterns; 

• Commented on the traffic patterns recommended by the engineer for Fred Meyer access; 
• Discussion ensued regarding the individual who will retain decision making authority on the 

ineffectiveness of traffic access and the conditions that will trigger an alternate traffic pattern; 
• Discussion ensued regarding the access to Burger King and consolidation of Fred Meyer 

access; 
• Highlighted the health insurance trust board meeting and the trust document, stated that the 

board will reach a decision on premium reduction at the December 2, 2003 meeting, the focus 
of the board is to become competitive in the insurance market, with the end result of attracting 
other entities to join the trust; 

• Water and sewer utility service extension applications will be turned in on December 8, 2003, 
a pre-hearing conference is scheduled for January 21, 2004; 

• Stated that an order has been issued from the Regulatory Commission of Alaska (RCA) 
excluding Dirks Sanitation from the area Palmer may apply for for an extension of its garbage 
service area and further stated that it may be necessary for the City to purchase the certificates 
from carriers presently operating in the City’s proposed expanded service area;  
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• Reported that at this time, the Baptist church utilities issue is unresolved. The project is on hold 
pending one of the property owners final reply, discussion ensued regarding the condemnation 
of property for easement rights;  

• Reported that negotiations to reach an acceptable transition agreement with the City of Wasilla 
are continuing. The Borough will issue the consultants report on December 16, 2003, on the 
issue. Discussion ensued regarding the time frame of the City of Wasilla, the anticipated date 
their center will be operational and their hiring process; 

• Reported that the FAA will hold a meeting on November 26, 2003, to discuss airport related 
issues; 

• Stated that the Chamber Board will meet on the December 19, 2003, to discuss lease options. 
Discussion ensued regarding the promotion of tourism and the expectations of the Chamber; 
and 

• Stated that the public works crews did an excellent job recovering from the snowstorm and 
with the addition of annexed streets, the storm proved to be a good test of added work loads. 
Discussion ensued regarding the priority of streets to be plowed and the suggestion to publish 
the list. Stated that the airport will be used as the snow dump area. Discussion ensued 
regarding the machinery and techniques used when snow plowing. 
 

O. CITY CLERK’S REPORT 
 
P. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Q. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Combs had no comment. 
 
Council Member Hanson had no comment. 
 
Council Member Carrington stated that he prefers stop sign implementation begin in the spring 
and requested that adequate public notification be made.  
 
Council Member Pippel commented on the use of credit cards by other municipalities for 
payment of utility bills and stated the advantages of electronic billing.  
 
Council Member Erbey had no comment. 
 
Council Member Vanover had no comment. 
 
Mayor Cooper commented on the Community and Economic Conference he attended in the 
previous week and reminded council of the budget work session scheduled for November 26, 
2003. Mayor Cooper stated that if it is necessary, a special meeting regarding the budget will be 
held on December 2, 2003. He reported that he will attend the Conference of Cities December 8 – 
14, 2003, and will visit his grandchildren December 14 – 22, 2003. Mayor Cooper reported that 
he spoke with Darryl Webb, Fred Meyer President about the inventory of the Palmer store. Mr. 
Webb stated that the store would carry food, small electronics, house a pharmacy and offer a 
limited selection of clothing. Another issue that Mayor Cooper spoke with Mr. Webb about is 
signage. Mayor Cooper emphasized his concerns over the proposed signs being out of scale with 
those already located in Palmer. Mr. Webb stated that he will send someone to take pictures and 
investigate the matter further.  
 
S. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm.  
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APPROVED THIS 9th day of December 2003. 
        
 
 
 
 
 
For a signed copy – contact the City Clerk 
 


	City of Palmer, Alaska

