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      City Council Minutes 
City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Regular Meeting 
November 18, 2003 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on November 18, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
council chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
B. ROLL CALL, DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 
 Jim Cooper   Ken Erbey 
  Steve Carrington  Tony Pippel 
 John Combs   Kathrine Vanover 
 Brad Hanson 
   
Also in attendance were the following: 
  
 Tom Healy, City Manager 

Jack Snodgrass, City Attorney 
Janette Persinger, City Clerk 

 
C. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
Items 1 – Resolution No. 1323: Recognizing the Contributions of Planning and Zoning 
Commission Member Jerry Baker 
MOVED BY: Vanover 
SECONDED BY: Hanson 

To adopt resolution no. 1323 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The amended agenda –the removal of item M.2. under New Business – was approved.  
 
E. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Erbey. 
 
F. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
Unanimous consent – to approve the minutes of the 10-28-03 regular meeting.  
 
G. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
H. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS 
 

1. Dan Contini – Fire/Building Department 
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Chief Contini reported on the following items: 
• Highlighted the building department report and stated that the current revenues are 

$124,351.25; 
• Spoke of Spenard Builders locating in Palmer; 
• Provided an update of the Fred Meyer store progress; 
• Highlighted the activities of the fire department and reported that there have been 

more fires on record this year than recorded previously; 
• Stated that the fire department is hosting the State of Alaska Fire Prevention 

Training Program the first week of December; 
• Commented on hazardous materials and the preparedness of the fire department to 

handle calls relating to hazardous materials; 
• Commented on the budget for the fire department; and 
• Reported on his trip to Nome and his receipt of the Alaska Municipal League 

(AML) Municipal Employee of the Year Award. 
Mayor Cooper explained the award, the process of selecting Chief Contini as the AML municipal 
employee of the year and thanked Chief Contini for his service. Discussion ensued regarding 
Chief Contini’s service to the community. 

 
I. BOROUGH REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 
 
J. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

   
K. HEARINGS, ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

Item 1 – Resolution No. 1324: Amending the city of Palmer Fiscal Year 2003 Budget 
MOVED BY: Combs 
SECONDED BY: Hanson 

To adopt the amended resolution no. 1324 

 
City Manager Healy explained the resolution and line item changes. 
 
Allan Ossakow, Finance Director explained the expenditure for No. Valley Way. Discussion 
ensued on the assessment rolls of the project. 
 
Rich Koch, Public Works Superintendent explained the budget process and project costs. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding garbage trucks and the new can that will be introduced to the 
public. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the Alaska Family Resource Center Project and the 
administrative process of the Community Development Block Grant.  
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Item 2 – Resolution No. 1325: Authorizing the City Manager to Submit An Application to the 
Regulatory Commission of Alaska (RCA) to Expand the City Refuse Utility Service Area   
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Vanover 

To adopt resolution no. 1325 

 
City Manager Healy explained the resolution and the extension of the garbage service area. 
Discussion ensued regarding the existing exclusive service area and the proposed competitive 
service area. 
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Discussion followed regarding the ability of citizens in the competitive service area to choose 
refuse service carriers and the choice of the citizens to determine if they will have their garbage 
removed. Discussion ensued regarding Palmer Municipal Code requirements. 
 
Council Member Vanover asked that the record reflect her husband as an employee of Waste 
Management and declared that she may have a possible conflict of interest. A vote was taken by 
council. A tie vote, declaring no conflict of interest was achieved. 
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
L. BIDS 
 
M. OLD BUSINESS  
 
Item 1 – Authorize City Manager to Enter Into a Professional Services Agreement with 
USKH Engineers for Ice Arena Design and Construction Management Service 
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Vanover 

To authorize the City Manager to enter into a 
professional services agreement with USKH Engineers 
for ice arena design and construction management 
services for an amount not to exceed $78,204 

 
City Manager Healy explained the request and the concerns of Attorney Snodgrass. Discussion 
ensued regarding the projected costs of the project and the costs of the ice arena structure. 
Discussion followed regarding design build concept and lawsuits pertaining to the concept. 
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
N. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 – Appointments to the Animal Control Board  
MOVED BY: Combs 
SECONDED BY: Hanson 

To appoint Cyndy Medberry, Jan Jenski, Ann Dollard 
and George Angus, Jr., to the animal Control Board 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Item 2 – Alaska Municipal League Conference Report 
 
City Manager Healy gave a report of the Municipal Manager’s Conference at the AML 
conference in Nome. City Manager Healy stated that an extensive discussion of PERS 
contributions was held. 
 
O. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Healy reported on the following items: 

• Reminded the council of the budget work session at 7:00 p.m. on November 19, 2003, and 
stated that he is continuing to work on the wage study; 

• Commented on the progress of the Regulatory Commission of Alaska (RCA) applications 
and stated that a schedule order is expected within one week; 

• Stated that Valley Hospital has filed an application to intervene in the application process 
and further stated that the City of Palmer will not object to Valley Hospital’s request; 

• Stated that by December 9, 2003, the City will submit an application relating to the non-
contested waste and sewer areas to the RCA; and 
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• Reported that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Dispatch Study report is due within one 
week and he continues to work with the City of Wasilla to ensure adequate staffing during 
the transition period. 

 
P. CITY CLERK’S REPORT 
 
The City Clerk reported on the following items: 

• The progress of code revisions; and 
• The progress of the website. 

 
Q. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
R. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Combs encouraged council members to attend the City of Palmer Christmas 
party and announced the conclusion of his position with the Boys & Girls Club. Council Member 
Combs stated that he will continue to work hard for the organization and stated his belief in the 
Boys & Girls Clubs. 
 
Council Member Hanson asked that site selection for the ice arena be placed on the December 9, 
2003, agenda. The request was affirmed by Council Members Combs and Carrington. 
 
Council Member Carrington had no comment. 
 
Council Member Pippel commented on the right-of-way situation on Felton Street and asked 
that enough right-of-way be claimed for future growth. Council Member Pippel asked that when 
the topic of water rate revision is discussed, the discussion of implementation of credit card 
payments for utility service also take place. Council Member Pippel also suggested the possibility 
of a bed tax to allow for associated appropriations in the area of tourist development. He formally 
requested City Manager Healy and Attorney Snodgrass to draft a new or revised conditional use 
ordinance that would implement an administrative review process. At the completion of the 
administrative review, the issue would be forwarded to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
Council Member Pippel suggested that any appeals be directed to the city council instead of a 
hearing examiner. Voicing his concerns, Council Member Pippel stated that with the continued 
expansion of boundaries, the City is likely to encounter problems with zoning classes. Council 
Member Hanson voiced his support of Council Member Pippel’s suggestion. Council Member 
voiced his excitement over the uniform garbage cans.  
 
Council Member Erbey congratulated Chief Contini on his award. Council Member Erbey 
stated while in Nome he stayed with the former mayor of Nome, Leo Rasmussen and further 
stated that during Newly Elected Officials training, he learned the appropriate actions of a council 
member. Council Member Erbey stated that it was with interest that he learned the issues in the 
villages. He commented on the Washington D.C.’s mayor as the guest speaker and voiced his 
liking of the new garbage cans.  
 
Council Member Vanover extended an invitation on the behalf of Mark Hoffman, Sherrod 
School for council members to take a tour of the school. Council Member Vanover inquired if at a 
future date if a joint meeting with the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and the City of Palmer had 
been scheduled. Council Member Vanover highlighted a business conference that she attended in 
South Carolina and stated her love of Palmer. 
 
Mayor Cooper stated some of the issues addressed at the AML Conference involved the fiscal 
gap, the Percent of Market Value (POMV) process and stated that due to the Nome location, there 
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were communities in attendance that would not have regularly attended. Mayor Cooper 
commented on the villages surrounding the North Slope Borough and stated that the large issues 
before the assembly at the end of the meeting were coal bed methane, electronic gaming machines 
and the local boundary commission’s plan regarding boroughs and unorganized boroughs. Mayor 
Cooper stated that he was elected president of AML and Mayor Anderson was elected as second 
vice-president. Mayor Cooper stated that in December he will be attending the National League of 
Cities in Nashville.  
 
S. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 9:29 pm.  
 
 
 
APPROVED THIS 25th day of November 2003. 
 
 
 
 
 
For a signed copy – contact the City Clerk 
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