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 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
  CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA 
 REGULAR MEETING 
 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2013 
 7:00 P.M. - COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER
 

: 

The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Madar at 7:02 p.m. 

 
B. ROLL CALL
 

: 

Present and constituting a quorum were Chairman Madar and Commissioners Prosser, 
Kircher, and Lucas.  Commissioner Campbell and Commissioner Kerslake had excused 
absences.  Also present were Sandra Garley, Community Development Director, 
Kimberly McClure, Planning and Code Compliance Technician, and Pam Whitehead, 
Recording Secretary. 

 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 

:  The Pledge was led by Commissioner Lucas. 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
 

:  The agenda was approved as presented. 

E. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
 

: 

The minutes of the August 15, 2013 Regular Meeting were approved as presented. 
 

F. PERSONS TO BE HEARD
 

:  There were no persons to be heard. 

G. PUBLIC HEARING
 

:  There were no public hearings. 

H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 

:  There was no unfinished business. 

I. NEW BUSINESS
 

: 

1. Discussion of Resolution 10-002, A Resolution of the Palmer Planning and Zoning 
Commission Recommending a Code Change to PMC 2.20.010.A Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Creation – Officers – Membership.  To Allow Two Members of the 
Commission to Reside Outside the Palmer City Limits But Within Palmer’s Utility 
Service Area. 

 
Ms. Garley reported that this item is at the request of the Commission.  By way of 
history, this item was first brought forward in February of 2010.  The resolution was 
adopted by the planning commission and moved forward to the city council, which the 
council declined to make the change at the time.  The Commission now wishes to bring 
it forward again. 
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Commissioner Prosser moved, seconded by Commissioner Lucas, to enter into 
Committee of the Whole to discuss the matter.  There were no objections. 
 
[The Commission entered Committee of the Whole at 7:05 p.m. and exited at 7:20 
p.m.] 
 
While in committee of the whole, the commission discussed expanding the boundary 
within which members of the commission can be chosen to government boundary areas 
such as the Palmer utility service area, Greater Palmer Consolidated Fire Service Area, or 
Palmer proposed area of annexation.  It was emphasized that the Commission has not 
operated as a full body since October of 2008.  Upon exiting Committee of the Whole: 

 
Commissioner Prosser moved, seconded by Commissioner Kircher, to amend 
proposed Resolution 10-002 to revise the language of the last sentence to read: “….. To 
Allow two members of the Commission to reside outside the Palmer City Limits but 
within the area of annexation previously proposed by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission”, and to forward the Resolution recommending adoption to the City Council. 

 
Vote on Motion:  Carried Unanimously. 
 

J. PLAT REVIEWS
 

: 

1. IM 13-024 To divide Tax Parcel C10 into 2 lots, located within Section 5, Township 
17 North, Range 2 East, Seward Meridian, inside Palmer city limits. 

 
Ms. Garley gave a staff report.  The request is to divide parcel C10 into 2 lots as above 
described within Palmer city limits.  The property is off Helen Drive.  City staff has 
reviewed it.  The Building Inspector has asked that the fire access road and turnaround 
be constructed per Life Safety Code 2009.  The parcel is served by city water and 
currently zoned R-1 (R-1E has been approved by the P&Z Commission and is in the 
process of moving forward to City Council).  It is a 5-acre parcel and access is from E. 
Helen Drive. 
 
The Commission had no additional comments other than in agreement with the 
comments put forth by city departments. 
 
2. IM 13-025 To combine Lot 5, Block 3, Felton Addition to Palmer Townsite and Tax 

Parcel C13, Section 33, Township 18 North, Range 2 East, Seward Meridian, located 
inside Palmer city limits. 

 
Ms. Garley gave a staff report.  The request is to combine Lot 5, Block 3, Felton 
Addition, and a parcel of record, which includes a correction in tax parcel C13 as above-
described, into one new lot to be known as Felton Addition Lot 5A, Block 3, containing 
.42 acres more or less.  This property is located within Palmer City Limits and is served 
by City of Palmer water and wastewater.  It will make the combined lot 5A more 
buildable.  City staff had no comments.  
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The Commission noted that that the surveyor should correct the lot label.  

 
K. PUBLIC COMMENTS
 

:  None 

L. STAFF REPORT
 

:  Ms. Garley reported on: 

• Joint meeting of the City Council and the Airport Advisory Commission discussing 
status of the Airport Master Plan; that upon consensus as to Airport zoning, they 
will convey same to the P&Z Commission for recommendation to the City 
Council. 

 
M. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
 

: 

Commissioner Lucas had no comment. 
 
Commissioner Kircher had no comment. 
 
Commission Prosser: 

• Commented with regard to the upcoming election, that he would like to see 
more public knowledge of forums taking place to inform city residents as to 
candidates and platforms and to generate more interest and getting more people 
involved.  

 
Chairman Madar had no comment. 

 
N. ADJOURNMENT

 
: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
      _________________________________________ 
      Michael W. Madar, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kimberly A. McClure 
Planning and Code Compliance Technician 
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