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 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
  CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA 
 REGULAR MEETING 
 THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 2013 
 7:00 P.M. - COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER
 

: 

The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Madar at 7:00 p.m. 

 
B. ROLL CALL
 

: 

Present and constituting a quorum were Chairman Madar and Commissioners Prosser, 
Kircher, and Lucas.  Commissioner Campbell and Commissioner Kerslake had excused 
absences.  Also present were Sandra Garley, Community Development Director, 
Kimberly McClure, Planning and Code Compliance Technician, and Pam Whitehead, 
Recording Secretary. 

 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 

:  The Pledge was led by Commissioner Lucas. 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
 

:  The agenda was approved as presented. 

E. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
 

: 

The minutes of the July 18, 2013 Regular Meeting were approved as amended.  Under 
Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Kircher corrected his comment concerning 
grants sometimes given by Master Gardeners Clubs, is $500, not $500,000, which was 
mistakenly indicated in the minutes. 
 

F. PERSONS TO BE HEARD
 

:  None. 

G. PUBLIC HEARING
 

:  None. 

H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 

: 

1. Adopt the findings of fact for Resolution No. 13-008:  A Resolution of the 
Palmer Planning and Zoning Commission Recommending City Council Approve a 
Zoning Map Amendment for Tax Parcel C10, located in Section 5, Township 17 
North, Range 2 East, Seward Meridian, Alaska, from R-1 Single-family Residential to 
R-1E Single-family Residential Estate (Resolution passed on July 18, 2013) 

 
Ms. Garley asked that the Commission correct an oversight, explaining that although the 
Commission after lengthy discussion and debate, passed Resolution 13-008 
recommending approval of the rezoning request, actual adoption of the related findings 
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of fact was overlooked. 
 
Commissioner Kircher moved, seconded by Commissioner Prosser, to adopt the 
Findings of Fact contained in Resolution No. 13-008 as written. 
Vote on Motion:  Carried Unanimously. 
 
2. Review Parking Alternatives and Options in Residential Areas as requested 

by City Council. 
 

Ms. Garley gave a staff report.  Examples of how other communities are dealing with 
parking congestion in neighborhoods and sample zoning codes have been provided by 
staff in the “Residential Parking Alternatives and Options Workbook.”  In addition, on the 
table are recommendations and sample language for revisions to the parking code (PMC 
10.04) by Police Chief Thomas Remaley.  The City Council is sensitive to the fact that 
there are safety concerns in some residential neighborhoods as a result of numerous 
vehicles parked on the streets.  The Council is looking for ideas from the Commission 
hoping to resolve some of these parking issues. 
 
Commissioner Prosser moved, seconded by Commissioner Lucas, to enter into 
Committee of the Whole to discuss the matter.  There were no objections. 
 
[The Commission entered Committee of the Whole at 7:15 p.m. and exited at 7:40 
p.m.] 

 
While in Committee of the Whole, the Commission discussed the changes proposed by 
Chief Remaley to Title 10.04, primarily concerning parking prohibitions for a specific time 
period to facilitate snow removal, for parking lots owned by the city, for residential 
streets without a designated parking lane, for overnight parking of commercial vehicles, 
for alleyways that would leave less than 14 feet available for free movement, for 
sidewalks, and that any prohibition would not apply to emergency vehicles or vehicles 
stopped for momentary deliveries when used during the course of official duty.  

 
Commissioner Prosser moved, seconded by Commissioner Lucas, to accept Chief 
Thomas Remaley’s recommended revisions to Chapter 10.04 as highlighted in yellow. 
 
Discussion ensued.  The consensus was negative as to implementing any kind of special 
permits for parking which basically would be viewed as a tax.  Also discussed was the 
need for a temporary exception for construction equipment and equipment used by 
utility services. 
 
Amendment: 
Chairman Madar moved, seconded by Commissioner Prosser, to amend the main 
motion to provide for a temporary exception for construction equipment and equipment 
or vehicles used for ongoing utility services. 
Vote on Amendment:  Carried Unanimously. 
 
Vote on Motion as Amended:  Carried Unanimously. 
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I. NEW BUSINESS
 

:  None. 

J. PLAT REVIEWS
 

:  None. 

K. PUBLIC COMMENTS
 

:  None. 

L. STAFF REPORT
 

:  Ms. Garley reported: 

• Postponed Action:  The City Council has postponed final action on the proposed 
changes to the Transition District and the public hearing for the Highway 
Commercial District for the reason it wants another joint meeting to discuss 
these two districts prior to moving forward.  The soonest date would be next 
January, 2014. 

• Future annexation:  The City Council asked for two areas to be amended 
including the Commission’s recommendation to extend the boundary beyond 
Trunk Road to Wasilla Creek; they also suggested any other CIRI-owned 
property on the other side of the Palmer-Wasilla Highway be included.  In 
addition, they wanted the Mat-Su Visitors and Convention Center contacted as to 
whether to include its new business and convention center planned for the Glenn 
Highway.  These items would also be taken up at the January meeting.  
Chairman Madar suggested Granite Gravel also be contacted to see if they want 
to be included.  

 
M. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
 

: 

Commissioner Prosser: 
• Inquired to resurrect the Commission’s previous resolution concerning the 

allowance of at least one member on the Commission living outside city limits; 
that he believes there may be more than a couple of people that would be 
interested in filling that position. 

 
Commissioner Lucas: 

• Regarding future annexation, suggested using the railroad as a more practical 
southern boundary rather than the highway; that it would include the new 
visitors center as well as all of the useable properties on that southern edge; 

• Expressed appreciation for Chief Remaley’s comments regarding the parking 
issues; that he, as somebody that deals with it on a day-to-day basis, probably 
has a lot more insight and valuable contributions to make than we might have. 

 
Commissioner Kircher and Chairman Madar had no comments. 

 
N. ADJOURNMENT
 

: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
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      _________________________________________ 
      Michael W. Madar, Chairman 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kimberly A. McClure 
Planning and Code Compliance Technician 
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