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 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
 CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA  
 REGULAR MEETING 
 THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2014 
 7:00 P.M. - COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Madar at 7:00 p.m. 

 
B. ROLL CALL: 
 

Present and constituting a quorum were Chairman Madar and Commissioners Lucas, 
Kerslake and Petty.  Commissioner Kircher was not in attendance.  Also present were 
Sandra Garley, Community Development Director, Kimberly McClure, Planning and Code 
Compliance Technician, and Pam Whitehead, Recording Secretary. 

 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge was led by Commissioner Kerslake. 
 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
E. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S): 
 

The minutes of the February 20, 2014 Regular Meeting were approved as presented. 
 
F. PERSONS TO BE HEARD:  There were no persons to be heard. 
 
G. PUBLIC HEARING(s):  There were no public hearings. 
 
H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

1. Continue Discussion of Central Business District. 
 

Commissioner Kerslake moved, seconded by Commissioner Lucas, to enter 
Committee of the Whole to continue general discussion of the Central Business District. 
 
VOTE ON MOTION:  Carried Unanimously. 
 
[The Commission entered Committee of the Whole at 7:02 p.m.] 
 
Ms. Garley distributed a Central Business District working document for use as a guide 
to begin the discussion in determining criteria for standards in the development of this 
new district.  It included a list of standards with suggestions for the Commission’s 
consideration:  1) Establish the intent of the district, 2) Boundary, 3) List of permitted 
uses, 4) List of conditional uses, 5) Prohibited uses, 6) Building height limits, 7) Lot area 
restrictions, 8) Setback requirements, 9) Open space requirements, 10) Parking,  and 
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11) Other standards to discuss and consider. 
 
While in committee of the whole, the Commission reviewed staff suggestions and began 
initial discussion on intent of the district, boundary, permitted uses, parking, pedestrian, 
building height limits, conditional uses, and permitted uses. 
 
[Upon declaration by the Chairman Madar, the Commission exited Committee of the 
Whole at 7:48 p.m.] 

 
Homework for next meeting:  Recommendations for CBD permitted uses, conditional 
uses, prohibited uses, and setback requirements.  Staff will provide aerial photographs 
of the core area and some examples of setbacks. 
 

I. NEW BUSINESS:  There was no New Business. 
 
J. PLAT REVIEWS: 
 

1. IM 14-005 Preliminary Review – To develop Tax Parcel D36, Section 6, Township 
17 North, Range 2 East, located inside Palmer city limits and Tax Parcel A17, Section 
7, Township 17 North, Range 2 East, Seward Meridian, located outside Palmer city 
limits into one-half acre parcels. 

 
Ms. Garley gave a staff report, emphasizing the preliminary stage in development of this 
subdivision.  They wish input from the Commission at this point in time because it is the 
least expensive time to make any substantive changes.  The request is to develop the 
property located south of E. Helen Drive into one-half acre parcels to be served by the 
City of Palmer water system.  It may possibly need two plats since lots in Section 6 are 
currently within Palmer city limits and lots within Section 7 will be outside Palmer city 
limits.  There are approximately 70 half-acre lots in this subdivision and currently there 
is only one access. City staff comments [p. 21, packet] point out that city Fire Code 
requires at least two access roads. 
 
Following discussion, it was the consensus of the Commission, in agreement with the 
city Building Inspector and Fire Chief comments that there must be a second ingress 
and egress, and added that the second access not be off Helen Drive, that it would add 
further to the already congested traffic in that area. 

  
2. IM 14-006 Preliminary Review – To create 2 lots for development from Tax Parcel 

C9, Section 18, Township 17 North, Range 2 East, Seward Meridian, located outside 
Palmer city limits. 

 
Ms. Garley reported that the request is to create two lots for development as above-
stated, adding that C9 would be divided into two large 2.25 acre lots with access 
appearing to be from South Glenn Highway.  Staff had no comments, that this would be 
an appropriate division of property. 
 
The Commission had no additional comments. 
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K. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There was no public present. 
 
L. STAFF REPORT: 
 

Ms. Garley had no comments, other than to thank the Commission once again for the 
recent joint meeting with City Council.  She felt it was very productive. 

 
M. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 
 

There were no additional commissioner comments. 
 
Chairman Madar welcomed new Commissioner Petty to Commission. 

 
N. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 
 
 
      _________________________________________ 
      Michael W. Madar, Chairman 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Kimberly A. McClure 
Planning and Code Compliance Technician 
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