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City Council Minutes 
City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Regular Meeting 
June 28, 2005 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on June 14, 2005, at 7 p.m. in the council 
chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Combs called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
B. ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 

  Tony Pippel 
 Jim Wood   Steve Carrington 
 John Combs    Brad Hanson 
 Kathrine Vanover 
   
Also in attendance were the following: 
  

 Tom Healy, City Manager 
Jack Snodgrass, City Attorney 
Janette Bower, City Clerk 

 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Carrington. 
 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The agenda was approved as presented. 

1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
a. Action Memorandum 05-067: Approving the Establishment of a Standing City 

Council Work Session to be Held the Third Tuesday of Every Month 
2. Minutes of Previous Meetings – the minutes were amended and approved.  

a. June 14, 2005, Regular Meeting 
 
E. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS 
 
F. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
G. ACTION MEMORANDUMS 
 
Item 1 – Action Memorandum 05-069: Accept the Enhanced 911 Advisory Board 
Recommendations to Prioritize the Allocation of Enhanced 911 Funds for Fiscal Year 2005 and a 
Portion of Fiscal Year 2006 
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MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Vanover 

To accept the Enhanced 911 Advisory Board 
recommendations to prioritize the allocation of 
Enhanced 911 funds for Fiscal Year 2005 and a portion 
of Fiscal Year 2006 

 
Council Member Pippel asked of the priorities of the 911 Board and the City’s share of operating 
costs. City Manager Healy explained the meetings held to prioritize the expenses and the 
prepared budget. He stated that the agreement is separate from the Borough’s agreement 
regarding 911 functions.  
 
Council Member Vanover verified the addition of E-911 call-taker payroll and benefits funds.  
 
Council Member Pippel asked of the accuracy of the budget and revenues. City Manager Healy 
explained the calculations used to prepare the budget.  
 
Council Member Hanson asked of the anti-alley computers used to make the system function. 
City Manager Healy explained the system and the computers used for Wasilla’s workstations.  
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 

Item 2 – Action Memorandum 05-072: Authorize the City Manager to Submit Grant Application 
to the Department of Public Safety-Division of Alaska State Troopers through the Byrne 
Formula Grant Program and the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program 
MOVED BY: Hanson 
SECONDED BY: Wood 

To authorize the city manager to submit a grant 
application to the Department of Public Safety-Division 
of Alaska State Troopers through the Byrne Formula 
Grant Program and the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant 
Program 

 
Council Member Pippel stated the wisdom of keeping all funding options open and voiced his 
support of the drug task force position. 
 
Council Member Hanson asked of the grant’s funding reduction and contributions to the City. He 
expressed his concerns over the State’s ability to provide future funding and asked that an 
evaluation be considered to identify the possible risks of applying for the grant under its current 
conditions and the loss of other funding opportunities.  
 
Council Member Pippel explained the history of the Byrne Grant and possible continued funding 
reductions. He stated the likelihood of the City as being the only funding source in the future.  
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
H. HEARINGS, ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
Item 1 – Public Hearing – Resolution No. 05-017: Whereby the City of Palmer recognizes the 
Palmer Museum of History and Art as the exclusive entity for the care, custody, and control of 
the historical artifacts owned by the City of Palmer (IM 05-059) 
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Wood 

To adopt resolution no. 05-017 
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Mayor Combs opened the public hearing for resolution no. 05-017. The following persons 
testified: 
 
Sherrie Williams spoke in favor of the resolution and expressed her enthusiasm over the 
establishment of a board to oversee the endeavor. 
 
Wayne Bouwens stated that he is one of the original colonists and voiced the need for a museum. 
He stated that the present museum is inadequate to house the artifacts.  
 
Helen Dolenc stated that she has been a resident of Palmer in 1966 and explained her interest in 
history. She stated the community has a rich history that has not been brought forward in an 
adequate manner. She said that it is time the Palmer area does something about its history. 
 
Gerri McCann explained her work with the City artifacts. She stated that in order to have an 
adequate registration, a board must be established to verify the registration and provide policies 
regarding the artifacts use and care. She spoke of the requirement that items brought into the 
museum must be of historical value and the need to honor the settlers of Palmer. Ms. McCann 
spoke of the obligation to provide an educational opportunity for students and teachers.  She 
highlighted the cultural tourism opportunities and stated that the organization will seek other 
resource avenues for the establishment of a museum. 
 
Mike Chmielewski stated that he was attracted to the organization because of the educational 
opportunities for students and an opportunity to fill a gap regarding the history of the Valley. He 
highlighted his association with the group as an effort to provide a school district presence and 
perspective. 
 

Primary Amendment #1 to Main Motion 
Moved by: Pippel 
Seconded by: Vanover 

To amend the title to read: 
 

WHEREBY THE CITY OF PALMER 
AUTHORIZES THE CITY MANAGER TO 
ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE 
PALMER MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND ART, 
AN ALASKA NON-PROFIT CORPORATION, 
TO BE THE EXCLUSIVE ENTITY FOR THE 
CARE, CUSTODY, AND CONTROL OF THE 
HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS OWNED BY THE 
CITY OF PALMER 

 

Vote on Amendment: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 

Primary Amendment #2 to Main Motion 
Moved by: Pippel 
Seconded by: Wood 

To amend the third whereas paragraph to read: 
 

WHEREAS, in the interest of efficiency and 
accountability, it is in the best interest of the City 
of Palmer to enter into a contract a specific, 
exclusive entity for the care, custody, and 
control of the afore mentioned artifacts on behalf 
of the City of Palmer; and to endeavor a 
coordinated effort to purchase or lease a museum 
for their display. 
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Vote on Amendment: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 

Primary Amendment #3 to Main Motion 
Moved by: Pippel 
Seconded by: Carrington 

To amend the now, therefore paragraph to read: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED 
that the Council of the City of Palmer hereby 
authorizes the City Manager to enter into a 
contract with the Palmer Museum of History and 
Art, an Alaska non-profit corporation, to be the 
official caretaker of all historical artifacts and 
museum properties for the City of Palmer. 
Furthermore, the City of Palmer shall make a 
donation for initial expenses incurred by the 
Palmer Museum of History and Art in the 
amount of two thousand dollars ($2000.00) 
effective upon adoption of this resolution. 

 

Vote on Amendment: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Council Member Pippel voiced his support of the resolution, the appropriateness of bringing the 
collection together and the credentials of the board. 
 
Council Member Vanover spoke of her husband’s family history as original Colonists and stated 
the necessity of historical documentation.  
 
Council Member Wood voiced his support of the resolution and spoke of the important function 
of documenting the artifacts. He voiced his favor of a contract with the association rather than a 
donation to the association. 
 
Mayor Combs spoke of the initial funding by the council’s discretionary fund and the origination 
of the resolution. He highlighted his family’s artifacts and stated that every effort should be made 
to preserve the history of Palmer and the Valley. He stated that he had previously recognized the 
many dedicated and worthwhile groups interested in the same project and his goal to bring those 
groups together to reach a resolution to the project.  
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Item 2 – Public Hearing – Resolution No. 05-018: Providing for the Submission to the 
Qualified City of Palmer Voters the Question of Amending Section 9.3 (City Representatives on 
Borough Assembly), Section 9.4 (Vacancies in Office of Representatives on the Assembly and 
Section 9.5 (Compensation of Representatives on the Assembly) of Chapter 9 
(Intergovernmental Relations) of the City of Palmer Charter at an Election in and for the City of 
Palmer on October 4, 2005 (IM 05-060) 
MOVED BY: Hanson 
SECONDED BY: Erbey 

To adopt resolution no. 05-018 

 
Mayor Combs opened the public hearing for resolution no. 05-018. There were no persons who 
wished to testify. 
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Primary Amendment #1 to Main Motion 
Moved by: Wood 
Seconded by: Vanover 

To correct the election to read: October 4, 2005 

 

Vote on Amendment: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Council Member Pippel voiced the question of voter understanding regarding the Charter 
amendment. Ms. Bower explained the allowable information available to voters. 
  
VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Item 3 – Public Hearing – Resolution No. 05-019: Authorizing the Purchase of the 
"Community Park" Lot in Brittany Estates Subdivision, Addition 1, Phase 3 (IM 05-061) 
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Vanover 

To adopt resolution no. 05-019 

 
Mayor Combs opened the public hearing for resolution no. 05-019. There were no persons who 
wished testify.  
 
Mayor Combs highlighted the park history and spoke of collected fees. He provided an overview 
of the budget line item. 
 
Council Member Wood expressed his concern over a possible conflict of interest. Mayor Combs 
declared that Council Member Wood did not have a conflict of interest. 
 
Council Member Pippel spoke of the costs of the lots and voiced his favor of the purchase of the 
lot for park development. 
 
Council Member Hanson spoke in favor of the park and the improvement to the area. He 
encouraged the council to look to Cedar Hills as the area to establish a future park.  
 
Mayor Combs spoke of his contact with a real estate agent regarding lots in Cedar Hills and the 
costs of lots within the subdivision.  
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
I. BIDS 
 
Item 1 – Action Memorandum 05-074: Award Contract for Construction of the Southwest 
Utility System Extension to International Bridge Corporation 
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Hanson 

To accept the bids of Nippo Corporation/International 
Bridge Corporation, Wilder construction and Wolverine 
Supply and to award the contract to Nippo 
Corporation/International  

 
Public Works Director Rick Koch introduced members from Nippo Corporation/International 
Bridge Corporation. 
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
J. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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K. NEW BUSINESS 
 
L. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Healy reported on the following items: 

• PERS Retirement – Thursday will be Dawn Webster and George Castaneda’s last day 
due to the PERS retirement issue; 

• Attended the monthly meeting regarding the hospital progress, the hospital plans to open 
in January 2006, held discussion with the group regarding cost estimates regarding waste 
water, the proposal will come before council; 

• Comprehensive Plan continues to develop with an expected preliminary draft due in July; 
• The status of the S. Chugach St water main replacement;  
• Dogwood Avenue documents are being finalized; 
• Meeting held with the engineers regarding the Urban Revitalization project; 
• Future Meetings – scoping meeting regarding the expansion of the Glenn Hwy will be 

held July 7; the meeting with DOT regarding the STIP on July 13, meeting with the 
medical trust board on July 13; sales tax meeting with Wasilla and the Borough on July 6; 

• Street Assessments – discussion ensued regarding the outstanding assessments. 
 
M. CITY CLERK’S REPORT 
 
N. RECORD OF ITEMS PLACED ON THE TABLE 
 
The following items were placed on the table: 

• Amendments to resolution no. 05-017; 
• Letter from Tiny DePriest; 
• Financial statements from the Finance Director; 
• Program status summary regarding the Southwest Utility Extension Program. 
 

O. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
John Leiner stated that his attendance was due to the advice of Bill Allen. He spoke of the 
expanded water/sewer areas advertised by the RCA and stated that following RCA approval, the 
route was changed. He highlighted his conversations with the Borough Public Works Director 
regarding the line placement along side a Borough road and his conversation with Scott 
Hattenburg regarding identified accesses. Mr. Leiner stated that Mr. Hattenburg spoke with the 
railroad regarding their denial of access along the railroad track and highlighted his fight with 
Alaska Railroad. Mr. Leiner spoke of access through the airstrip and the estate of Max Sherrod. 
He highlighted the property’s covenants and the restrictions. Mayor Combs asked Mr. Leiner to 
contact Mr. Koch and himself to meet to discuss the issues raised by Mr. Leiner. 
 
P. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Vanover thanked Mr. Leiner for his participation regarding his concerns. She 
asked that naming of the parks, Urban Revitalization and the gazebo placement in Pioneer 
Square be placed on the next work session agenda. Council Member Vanover asked that an 
update regarding police department staffing be provided at the next council meeting.  
 
Council Member Wood spoke of his interest in the outcome of the meeting with Mr. Leiner.  
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Council Member Erbey stated that it was good to be home.  
 
Council Member Carrington spoke of the preliminary Urban Revitalization project documents 
and asked that those documents be scanned so they may viewed on the website. 
 
Council Member Pippel thanked Mr. Bower for the food and spoke of park land within the 
community. He asked that a City of Palmer greenhouse be considered. Council Member Pippel 
introduced Kim Carnot as the aid to Senator Green. He commented on the water billing and 
stated his pleasure of only paying for water costs rather than both sewer and water when 
watering his lawn. He spoke of the progress of the Urban Revitalization project and stated that he 
believes that the deadline for bid ready document will be met. Council Member Pippel 
highlighted the project scope and opportunities during phase two of the project.  
 
Council Member Hanson, on behalf of Palmer Little League, thanked the City for their care of 
the ball fields. He stated his pleasure of having the Southwest Utility Extension on its way to 
reality.  
 
Mayor Combs voiced his pleasure with the Southwest Utility Extension bids. He highlighted his 
meeting with Borough Manager John Duffy regarding bed tax and stated that thus far, Mr. Duffy 
has put forth a proposal to change the manner in which the tax can be spent. Mayor Combs spoke 
of current bed tax fund limitations of the and stated that a meeting will be held with Bonnie Quill 
of Matanuska-Susitna Convention and Visitor’s Bureau regarding the allocation of monies. He 
stated his pleasure with the turnout regarding the museum resolution and thanked Council 
Member Pippel for taking the lead on behalf of the council and city regarding the issue. Mayor 
Combs explained that Council Member Vanover will take over the Sister City program. He 
announced that Palmer Pride would be held at the Depot on July 22, from 4 – 7 p.m. He 
explained that he would be passing out maps and assignments regarding neighborhood 
beautification at next regular meeting. He stated that he is in the process of forming Palmer 
Skateboarding Association.  
 
Q. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Item 1 – Matters, the immediate knowledge of which would clearly have an adverse effect upon 
the finances of the public entity – Purchase Price of Parcels for the Southwest Utility Extension 
Project 
 
Clerk note: The Executive Session was not held. 
 
R. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.  
 
APPROVED THIS 12th day of July, 2005. 
 

                /s/ 
       John C. Combs, Mayor 
 
                /s/ 
Janette M. Bower, City Clerk  
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