
City Council Minutes 
___________________________________________________________City of Palmer, Alaska_

Special Meeting 
June 6, 2006 

 
A.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
A special meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on June 6, 2006, at 6 p.m. in the council 
chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tempore Hanson called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. 
 
B.  ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 
 Brad Hanson    Kathrine Vanover 
 Larry Hill   Ken Erbey 
 
Also in attendance were the following: 
 
 Tom Healy, City Manager 
 Jack Snodgrass, City Attorney 
 Janette Bower, City Clerk 
 
C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Vanover. 
 
D.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
The council consented to postpone item G.1. until the June 27, 2006. 
 
E. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
Kathy Wells spoke on behalf of the Friends of Mat-Su. She highlighted her conversation with 
Community Development Coordinator Sara Jansen regarding Wal-Mart. Ms. Wells stated that she 
was pleasantly surprised to learn of the style of the building. She spoke of drainage issues and of 
“green” parking lots. Ms. Wells spoke of the Wal-Mart Acre-for-Acre program and encouraged the 
City to become involved in the program. She spoke of incentives for big box stores and of a book 
addressing the issue.  
 
F. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 – Introduce and Set for Public Hearing on June 13, 2006 – Ordinance No. 06-014: 
Amending Palmer Municipal Code 2.58.251 (Residency); Specifically to Remove the Residency 
Requirement for Department Heads (IM 06-026) 
MOVED BY: Vanover 
SECONDED BY: Erbey  

To introduce and set for public hearing on June 13, 2006, 
ordinance no. 06-014 
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City Manager Healy spoke of Mayor Combs as the originator of the ordinance. City Manager 
Healy highlighted the history of the previous and existing code language. He explained his support 
of the ordinance and stated that when recruiting for department heads, the residency requirement 
and salary range have been impediments for the receipt of qualified applicants. City Manager 
Healy stated that the competition within the private sector has caused increased difficulty with 
filling the public works director position. He stated that there are not job related requirements for 
residency.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tempore Hanson asked of the impediments regarding hiring department heads and 
specifically of the salary elements. City Manager Healy highlighted the current City of Palmer pay 
ranges and those of other municipalities.   
 
Council Member Vanover spoke of an applicant for the Public Works Director who was interested 
in the position but did not apply due to the residency requirements. She stated that she did not see a 
problem with the ordinance as written.  
 
Council Member Hill commented on the emergency official response time and stated that the wage 
scales should be examined.  
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Erbey Vanover Hill    
Hanson      

 
G. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
Clerk’s note: the executive session was postponed until the June 27, 2006 meeting. 
 
H. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 6:28 p.m. 
 
APPROVED THIS 13th day of June, 2006. 
 
 
 
              ______________________________________ 
      Brad Hansen, Mayor Pro-Tempore 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Janette M. Bower, City Clerk 
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