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 City Council Minutes 
City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Regular Meeting 
November 28, 2006 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on November 28, 2006, at 7 p.m. in the 
council chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Combs called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.  
 
B. ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 

 Jim Wood   Ken Erbey 
 John Combs  Tony Pippel 
 Brad Hanson   Richard Best 
 Kathrine Vanover 
    
Also in attendance were the following: 
  

 Tom Healy, City Manager 
 Jack Snodgrass, City Attorney 
 Janette Bower, City Clerk  
 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Erbey. 
 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
a. Action Memorandum 06-122: Non-Objection Statement to the Renewal Liquor 

License #1274 – Palmer Bar 
b. Action Memorandum 06-131: Authorize City Manager to Award and Enter into a 

Contract with Skookum Construction and Tree Service for Snow Removal at City of 
Palmer Buildings on an as Needed Basis for the 2006-2007 Winter Season 

c. Introduction – Ordinance No. 06-025-Z-9: Rezoning Lot 1, Willow Pointe 
Subdivision (Willow Pointe Apartments) From the CL, Commercial Limited District 
to the  R4, High Density Residential District (IM 06-063) 

d. Introduction – Ordinance No. 06-026-Z-10: Rezoning Lot A, Dahlia Subdivision 
(Northridge Apartments) from the CL, Commercial Limited District to the R4, High 
Density Residential District (IM 06-062) 

 2.  Minutes of Previous Meetings – postponed to the December 12, 2006 meeting.  
a. November 21, 2006, Special Meeting 
b. November 21, Regular Meeting 
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E. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 – Letters of Commendation for Individuals who Rendered Aid at the Scene of the 
Accident near the Matanuska Bridge on October 16, 2006 
 
Mayor Combs presented Letters of Commendation and Letters of Merit  to the following 
persons: 

• Eric Weber 
• Roscoe Barrett 
• Officer Andy Devaux 
• Officer Jason Crocket 
• Officer Dwayne Shelton 

 
F. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS 
 

1. Pat Kilmain – Palmer Library Director 
 Ms. Kilmain reported on the following items: 

• Two story times per week; 
• After school program at the Butte School; 
• Annual Halloween program; 
• Nationally known storyteller Donald Davis conducted a workshop; 
• 8,600 patrons in October, projected figure of 95,000 patrons in 2006; 
• Upgrade of computer management system; 
• Borough library funding. 

 
G. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Linda Yannikos spoke of library funding and voiced her intent to contact Borough officials 
regarding funding levels. She spoke of annexation in the Bailey Subdivision and stated that 
nothing had changed in the area since the City’s previous attempt to annex. She commented on 
the 10 property owners in the area and the eight owners who oppose annexation. Ms. Yannikos 
stated that the property owners do not receive any type of City services and spoke of road 
maintenance by the property owners. She stated that the property owners support Palmer through 
area shopping.  
 
Gerri McCann and Delaina Johnson spoke of their representation of Palmer Museum of History 
and Art. Ms. McCann and Ms. Johnson thanked the council for past support and asked that 
monies indicated in the 2007 budget be kept in the budget. Ms. McCann thanked the council for 
their trust in the museum group and spoke of community support for the museum. She spoke of 
bringing the community together to produce exhibits. Ms. McCann spoke of cultural tourism and 
the revenues gained the tourism. She highlighted the community visioning event and grant funds 
received by the group.  
 
John Leiner spoke of his ownership of land and being cheated by the City. He spoke of the City’s 
land trade and the change orders regarding the Southwest Utility Extension project. Mr. Leiner 
spoke of the use of foul language by Council Member Pippel.  
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Larry Zenor spoke of road service within his subdivision and stated that he and his neighbors 
plow the roads themselves. He stated that he and his neighbors in Bailey Subdivision do not need 
City services and voiced opposition to the proposed annexation.  
 
H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Item 1 – Public Hearing (1 of 2) – Resolution No. 06-034: Adopting a Budget for the City of 
Palmer, Alaska for the Fiscal Year Beginning January 1, 2007 and Ending December 31, 2007 
and Appropriating Monies 
 

As required by the City of Palmer Charter (Section 6.3 b), a public hearing was held on the 
Fiscal Year 2006 Budget. The following person testified: 
 
Ms. McCann spoke of previous contributions by the City and highlighted the Museum’s 
plans for the upcoming year.  

 
I. BIDS  
 
J. ACTION MEMORANDA 
 
Item 1 – Action Memorandum 06-130: Authorize City Manager to Purchase Police Department 
Radios from Motorola Alaska Using a Joint Purchasing Procedure in an Amount Not to Exceed 
$92,976.10 
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Vanover 

To accept the action of action memorandum 06-130 

 
Mayor Combs recognized Officer Donna Anthony. Officer Anthony spoke of the ALMR 
requirements.  
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Pippel Erbey Vanover    
Wood Best Hanson    
Combs      

 
K. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
L. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 – Information Memorandum 06-066: Review and Discussion of the Proposed 
Annexation’s Objectives 
 
Lamar Cotten joined with City Manager Healy to highlight the information memorandum 
contained within the packet. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the following items: 

• Annexation process; 
• January 2009 effective date; 
• Affects of area growth on the City; 
• Transition plan; 
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• Fiscal plan and responsibilities; 
• Phase I as a conservative, deliberate approach; 
• Services and regulations; 
• Scorecard for evaluating previous annexations; 
• Ability to lobby on behalf of City citizens. 

 
M. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Healy reported on the following items: 

• Southwest Utility Extension project; 
• Bogard Road Extension project; 
• Attorney proposals; 
• Alaska Public Utilities Insurance Trust.  

 
N. CITY CLERK’S REPORT 
 
City Clerk Bower reported on the following items: 

• November 29 special meeting; 
• November 30 joint tri-cities meeting.  

 
O. MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Combs reported on the following items: 

• Library funding; 
• Skateboard Park. 
 

P. RECORD OF ITEMS PLACED ON THE TABLE 
  
The following items were placed on the table: 

• November 21 regular and special meeting minutes; 
• Information from the Palmer Museum of History and Art; 
• Palmer Police Department invitation to participate in the Impaired Driver Education 

Initiative; 
• Information regarding the City’s support of a family for Christmas. 

 
Q. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
R. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Wood spoke of the “Welcome to Palmer” sign vandalism. He spoke of traffic 
control near the Noisy Goose Restaurant and the need of a traffic control device in the area.  
 
Council Member Vanover thanked the individuals who rendered aid at the scene of accident for 
their heroism. She thanked Stan from Country Cutts for the fireworks display this past week. 
Council Member Vanover suggested that the council and administration receive employee input 
regarding garbage service. She suggested that a discussion of the prison site be held at the next 
regular meeting. Council Member Best co-sponsored her request. Clerk’s note: Council 
Member’s Vanover and Best subsequently withdrew their request.  
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Council Member Best voiced his encouragement regarding the public participation in the 
annexation process.  
 
Council Member Pippel announced that the Palmer Arts Council was in the midst of having to 
cancel their theater season because they were unable to obtain rental space at the Depot. He 
spoke of a community the size of Palmer and the possibility of a community announcement 
board. Council Member Pippel spoke of the proposed prison site and the expectations of citizens 
outside of the City.  
 
S.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the council, the meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m.  
 
Approved this twelfth day of December, 2006. 

 
 
 
____________________________________ 

       John C. Combs, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Janette M. Bower, CMC, City Clerk 

jbower
signature

jbower
signature
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