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 City Council Minutes 
City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Regular Meeting 
July 8, 2008 

 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on July 8, 2008, at 7 p.m. in the council 
chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Combs called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
B. ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 

Tony Pippel    Ken Erbey   
Kathrine Vanover    Richard Best – via teleconference 
John Combs    Michael Chmielewski 
Brad Hanson 

              
 
Also in attendance were the following: 
 
 Bill Allen, City Manager 

Michael Gatti, City Attorney  
Janette Bower, City Clerk 

 Shelly Acteson, Deputy City Clerk 
 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Erbey. 
 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

• 1.  Approval of Consent Agenda 
a. Action Memorandum 08-050: Authorize the City Manager to Advertise for Bid the 

Palmer Soccer Field Improvements Fencing Project 
• 2.  Minutes of Previous Meetings 

a. June 17, 2008, Special Meeting 
b. June 24, 2008, Regular Meeting 
c. June 24, 2008, Special Meeting 

 
E. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS 
 
Former Mayor Carte, Sister City and Sister School Coordinator reported on the following items: 

• highlighted the trip to Saroma, Japan; and 
• explained the mutually beneficial aspects of the Sister School Program. 
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Mr. Greg Brown, Palmer Junior Middle School student: 
• expressed gratitude to the Council. 

 
Ms. Josie Barton, Colony Middle School student: 

• provided high spots of her trip to Japan; and 
• concurred with Mr. Brown’s expression of appreciation. 

 
Ms. Sandra Garley, Director, Department of Community Development: 

• provided a mid-year Community Development Department report; 
• updated Council concerning code compliance issues; 
• reviewed Planning, Zoning, Transportation, and Department Management updates; 
• explained the wind generator tower height restrictions;  
• stated most code compliance violation complaints were received via the phone;  
• thanked the Palmer Police Department for the surplus vehicle; 
• encouraged working with DOT regarding development methods; and 
• explained the Official Streets and Highways Plan. 

 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

• inquired of the code compliance violation letters; and 
• asked for clarification concerning wind generator tower restrictions. 

 
Council Member Vanover: 

• questioned the height of a small wind generator tower; and 
• inquired concerning the Ingens subscription. 

 
Council Member Pippel: 

• queried the Business Park zoning district standards; 
• asked if complaints were submitted via the phone or in person; and 
• spoke in favor of utilizing roundabouts. 

 
Council Member Hanson: 

• asked if the City had an inventory of lots in the Palmer Commercial Center; and 
• asked for an explanation of the Official Streets and Highways Plan. 

 
F. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
G. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
H. BIDS 
 
I. ACTION MEMORANDA 
 
Item 1 - Action Memorandum 08-052: Direct the City Manager to Prepare an Amendment to 
the 2008 Fiscal Year Budget to Appropriate the Funds in the Amount of $8,500 for the 
Alterations to the Sign Located at West Cedar Avenue and South Alaska Street 
 
MOVED BY: Hanson To authorize Action Memorandum 08-052 

 SECONDED BY: Vanover 
Special Assistant Sara Jansen: 
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 in support of designated no parking areas.  

ublic Works Superintendent Wickham: 
on-street parking spaces to 32 feet from the center of 

ublic Safety Director Owens: 
anager’s sign suggestion; and 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice call vote 

• provided details per the summary statement; and 
• explained the corner sight triangle issue. 

 
Council Member Pippel: 

• suggested new policies to address the issue; and 
• suggested asking the owner of BJ’s to move his larger vehicles out of the line of sight. 

 
City Manager Bill Allen: 

• described the matter as a public safety issue; 
• suggested utilizing “compact cars only” signs; and 
• expressed the possibility of a liability issue for the City. 

 
Council Member Hanson: 

• questioned the necessity of the legislation; and 
• discussed reconfiguring the parking in downtown. 

 
Mayor Combs: 

• advocated for the legislation. 
 
City Attorney Gatti: 

• affirmed the possibility of City liability. 
 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

• spoke in favor of the legislation and changing the rules to alleviate a reoccurrence; and 
• spoke

 
P

• noted in 2006 the City moved the 
the 90 degree corner radius. 

 
P

• spoke in favor of City M
• requested an enforcement ordinance. 

 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Co Pippel   mbs  

Vanover Erbey Best    
Hanson      

 
. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

K. EW BUSINESS 

tem 1 - Resolution No. 08-008: Submitting the Question of Amending Charter Section 3.4, 

MOVED BY: Hanson To adopt Resolution 08-008 

J
 
N

 
I
The Mayor, to the City’s Qualified Voters at the October 7, 2008, City of Palmer Election (IM 08-
023) 
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Y: SECONDED B Erbey 
 
ouncil Member Pippel: 

hension concerning ballot verbiage; and 
nal brochure. 

ity Clerk Bower: 
rochure would be informational and unbiased. 

ity Attorney Gatti: 
 City may provide an informational brochure for the public. 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice call vote 

C
• expressed appre
• spoke in favor of providing the public with an informatio

 
C

• stated the b
 
C

• confirmed the
 
 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Co Pippel   mbs  

Vanover Erbey Best    
Hanson      

 
. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

ity Manager Bill Allen reported on the following items: 

• Palmer Economic Development Board; 

 

r construction projects; 

otorcycles; and 

. CITY CLERK’S REPORT 

ity Clerk Janette Bower reported on the following items: 

• July 15 packets; and 
acket. 

. MAYOR’S REPORT 

ayor Combs reported on the following items: 

• Palmer Pride Day; 
erberich passed away; 

sed away; 

n; 
ce meeting; 

L
 
C
 

• Energy Group; 
• Airport Master Plan;
• Grant opportunities; 
• Administration fees fo
• Animal control services; 
• Non-purchase of Police M
• Surplus sale. 

 
M
 
C
 

• Donation requests in p
 
N
 
M
 

• Former Mayor Joe B
• Longtime Palmer resident Jack Hemmer pas
• Good Sam Club; 
• 1968 class reunio
• Chamber of Commer
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. RECORD OF ITEMS PLACED ON THE TABLE 
elopment. 

 
. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

ouncil Member Chmielewski; 
meetings with the Arctic Energy Technology Development 

ds. 

ouncil Member Hanson: 
ncerning the Economic Development Board members;  

. 

ity Manager Allen: 
 Von Gemmingen was selected as Chairman, and Hans Vogel was selected 

 
ouncil Member Pippel: 

lades to Council Member Hanson for his never-ending and selfless  

 
ouncil Member Erbey: 

 timing of the traffic lights at the Dogwood and Glenn Highway 

 
ouncil Member Vanover: 

e exuberance concerning the Sister City Program; and 

ouncil Member Best: 
f a natural gas pipeline. 

. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

em 1 - Subjects That Tend to Prejudice the Reputation and Character of Any Person – Mayor 

ayor Combs stated the subject matter for the proposed Executive Session did not meet 

• Economic Development Board; 
• Lions Club meeting; and 
• Skateboard Park. 

 
O

Report from Ms. Garley, Director, Community Dev

P
 
Q
 
C

• expanded on recent 
Laboratory group concerning alternative energy sources; and 

• discussed the proposed five megawatt power plant at the Fairgroun
 
C

• spoke positively co
• encouraged Council member attendance; and 
• expressed concern with the Airport Master Plan

 
C

• stated Faye
as Vice-Chairman of the Economic Development Board. 

C
• verbalized acco

commitment as a baseball coach. 

C
• questioned the

intersection. 

C
• spoke with positiv
• expressed contentment with the Felton Street project. 

 
C

• spoke in favor o
 
R
 
It
Evaluation (Note: Personnel action regarding the Mayor may be taken following the executive 
session) 
 
M
established criteria, therefore the executive session was not held. 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City of Palmer, Alaska                                                                                                           July 8, 2008 
                                                                                                                                Page 6 of 6 

. ADJOURNMENT 

ith no further business before the council, the meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 

pproved this twenty second day of July, 2008. 

__________________________________ 
       

__________________________________ 

S
 
W
 
A

 
 
_
John C. Combs, Mayor  

 
 
_
Janette M. Bower, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
 

jbower
signature

jbower
signature
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