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 City Council Minutes 
City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Regular Meeting 
June 26, 2007 

 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on June 26, 2007, at 7 p.m. in the council 
chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Combs called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.  
 
B. ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 

 Tony Pippel   Jim Wood   Ken Erbey 
 Richard Best  Brad Hanson   John Combs 
            
Also in attendance were the following: 
  

 Tom Healy, City Manager 
 Michael Gatti, City Attorney 
 Janette Bower, City Clerk 
 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Pippel.  
 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

1. Approval of Consent Agenda  
a. Introduction – Ordinance No. 07-017: Amending Palmer Municipal Code Title 17, 

Zoning, by Enacting Section 17.08.006, Definition for Accessory Dwelling Unit, and 
Establishing Accessory Dwelling Units as a Permitted Use in all Residential and 
Agricultural Districts; and Enacting 17.08.039, Definition for Bed and Breakfast 
Establishments, and Establishing Bed and Breakfast Establishments as a Permitted 
Use in all Residential, Commercial, and Agricultural Districts (IM 07-030) 

b. Action Memorandum 07-063: Authorize City Manager to Consent to Assignment of 
Herman Hangar Sublease for Hangar Unit No. 9 from K. Chris Kepler and David C. 
Kepler to Kepler Revocable Trust 

c. Action Memorandum 07-064: Authorize City Manager to Execute Amendment No. 2 
with Shane Herr - Airport Crop Production Lease  to Include Portions of Lots 1 and 2 
of Mohan Subdivision Not to Exceed One Acre 

2.   Minutes of Previous Meetings  
a. June 12, 2007, Regular Meeting 
b. June 19, 2007, 5 p.m. Special Meeting 
c. June 19, 2007, 7 p.m. Special Meeting 
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E. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS 
 

1. Roscoe Barrett – City of Palmer Public Works Director 
Director Barrett reported on the following items: 

• Airport Rehabilitation 9/27 project; 
• Alaska Street Sidewalk and Lighting project; 
• Arctic Avenue Water Main Replacement; 
• Soccer Field project; 
• Road Stripping; 
• Crack Sealing; 
• Refurbishment of the Visitor Center; 
• Waste Water Treatment Plant Facility; 
• Part-time janitor position; 
• Mechanic position; 
• Operator position; 
• Hydrant flushing; 
• Pressure testing; and 
• Dust Control measures. 

 
F. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
Jeanette Barker, Greater Palmer Chamber of Commerce: 

• provided an update of the recent Colony Day events; 
• reported that during the Colony Days event there were 2,407 persons who visited the 

Visitor Center; 
• highlighted the increased patronage at local businesses during Colony Days; 
• asked members to visit the Visitors Center; 
• expanded on the comments made regarding the Visitor Center; and 
• commented on the higher level of involvement by local establishments during Colony 

Days. 
 
Mike Madar: 

• expanded on the photographs provided by himself depicting the pit on Thuma Road; 
• noted on picture four the top of the hill resembled a cornice with an 80 foot descent; 
• described the collapsed barricade; 
• commented on the close proximity of residents; 
• stated he spoke of the issue three times last fall; 
• stressed the dangerous nature of the area; and 
• encouraged the council to resolve the issue.  

 
Bill Walker: 

• spoke to resolution no. 07-008; 
• inquired of the lack of irrigation ditches in the area; 
• stated his driveway was no longer a proper driveway due to the construction; and 
• stressed that all work should be completed before adoption of the resolution no. 07-008. 
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Daniel Barnett: 
• spoke to resolution no. 07-008; 
• voiced concern regarding late payments/non-payments; and 
• questioned the billing procedures. 

 
G. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Item 1 – Public Hearing – Ordinance No. 07-015: Repealing Palmer Municipal Code Chapter 
5.21, Massage Licenses and Massage Services (IM 07-026) 
 
Mayor Combs opened the public hearing for ordinance no. 07-015. There being no one who 
wished to speak, the public hearing was closed and the matter was brought before the council. 
 

MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Erbey 

To adopt ordinance no. 07-015 

 
City Manager Healy: 

• commented on the unnecessary administrative task of applying for the license; and 
• spoke of the dated language. 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Pippel Erbey Wood    
Best Hanson Combs    

 
Item 2 – Public Hearing – Ordinance No. 07-016-Z-2: Rezoning Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Tax Parcel ID No. 17N02E04C003, 1855 S. Chugach Street, From R1, Single Family Residential 
District to CG, Commercial General District (IM 07-028) 
 
Mayor Combs opened the public hearing for ordinance no. 07-016-Z-2. There being no one who 
wished to speak, the public hearing was closed and the matter was brought back before the 
council. 
 

MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Erbey 

To adopt ordinance no. 07-016-Z-2 

 
Community Development Coordinator Sara Jansen explained the property area.  
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Pippel Erbey Wood    
Best Hanson Combs    

 
H. BIDS  
 
I. ACTION MEMORANDA 
 
Item 1 – Action Memorandum 07-065: Amend Action Previously Taken Regarding the 
Institution of a $50 Fee for Non-City Resident Users of the Palmer Municipal Library by 
Reducing the Fee to $20 and Establishing an Effective Date of January 1, 2008 
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MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Wood 

To approve action memorandum 07-065 

 
Mayor Combs: 

• highlighted the previously adopted $50 fee; and 
• commented on the adoption of the $20 fee by the City of Wasilla. 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Pippel Erbey Wood    
Best Hanson Combs    

 
Item 2 – Action Memorandum 07-066: Authorize City Manager to Issue a Request for Proposal 
for Palmer Municipal Airport Master Plan Update 
MOVED BY: Erbey 
SECONDED BY: Wood 

To approve action memorandum 07-066 

 
Council Member Pippel: 

• inquired of the master plan’s scope of work; and 
• commented on the composition of the Airport Advisory Commission. 

 
City Manager Healy: 

• highlighted the plan’s focus on existing uses and additional development; 
• stated the plan examines both adjacent property and noise issues; 
• described the final document as a community planning effort; 
• commented on the previous master plan which had not been completed until 2001 with 

the process beginning in 1996; and 
• voiced the need to update the plan. 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Pippel Erbey Wood    
Best Hanson Combs    

 
Item 3 – Action Memorandum 07-067: Authorize City Manager to Enter into a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) with the Alaska Department of Revenue to Establish the Conditions, 
Safeguards and Responsibilities for the Ongoing Disclosure of Permanent Fund Dividend (PFD) 
Applicant Data and Information to Process Permanent Fund Dividend Deductions for Delinquent 
Fines Due to the City 
MOVED BY: Pippel 
SECONDED BY: Erbey 

To approve action memorandum 07-067 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Pippel Erbey Wood    
Best Hanson Combs    
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J. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 – Resolution No. 07-008: Confirming the Special Assessment Roll for Special 
Assessment District 05-1-ST; Known as Helen Drive and Palmer West Subdivision, and Setting 
the Date of Payment, Providing for Penalties and Interest in the Event of Delinquency (IM 07-
025) 
MOVED BY: Hanson 
SECONDED BY: Erbey 

To adopt resolution no. 07-008 

 
City Manager Healy: 

• spoke of the awareness of drainage issues in the area; 
• commented on the current survey process on Esty Drive; 
• highlighted the water main installation; 
• expanded on the area of the district which encompassed six hundred feet back from Helen 

Drive and all properties in Palmer West Subdivision; 
• stated water service stub outs were installed on the northside of Pat-Mar Drive; 
• commented on Mr. Barnett’s property’s placement back 300 feet off Helen Drive; 
• stated none of the water service extensions were placed past the right-of-way; 
• described water service as a separate issue from the assessment; 
• noted all water drainage deficiencies would be addressed; and 
• stated that the project had been completed for at least one year.  

 
Council Member Pippel: 

• commented on the assessment per property price; and 
• inquired of completion date of the project. 

 

Primary Amendment #1 to Main Motion 
Moved by: Pippel 
Seconded by: Wood 

To amend the title to read: A Resolution 
Confirming the Special Assessment District Roll 
for Water Improvement District 05-1-W; Known 
as Helen Drive and Palmer West Subdivision, 
and Setting the Date of Payment, Providing for 
Penalties and Interest in the Event of 
Delinquency 

 

Vote:  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Pippel Erbey Wood    
Best Hanson Combs    

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Pippel Erbey Wood    
Best Hanson Combs    

 
Item 2 – Ordinance No. 07-001: Amending Title 17, Zoning, of the Palmer Municipal Code to 
Enact Chapter 17.54, Rural Residential District, Adding 17.08.006 Definition for Accessory 
Dwelling Unit, Adding 17.08.039 Definition for Bed and Breakfast and Adding 17.08.217 
Definition for Home Based Commercial Business (IM 07-001) 
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MOVED BY: Erbey 
SECONDED BY: Best 

To adopt ordinance no. 07-001 

 
Community Development Coordinator Sara Jansen: 

• highlighted the joint council and commission work session regarding the ordinance; 
• spoke of the Commission’s consensus regarding the lack of clear direction concerning the 

desire of the council to adopt the ordinance; 
• noted opposition to the ordinance by community members; 
• voiced the Commission’s recommendation to defeat the ordinance; 
• suggested the Commission reexamine the issue following the joint work session in July; 
• stated that both the council and public members took issue with the perceived 

requirement of 2.5 acre minimum lot size; 
• spoke of the bed and breakfast language originally addressed under the proposed 

ordinance;  
• commented on the Commission’s desire of a mixed use district;  
• reiterated that as written, the rural residential district was not eagerly supported; 
• commented on the code’s 45 day timeframe to bring an ordinance back before the 

council; 
• noted the Commission’s desire to address several areas of Title 17; and  
• stated the ordinance was not a reworkable document. 

 
Council Member Wood: 

• inquired as to why the commission wanted the ordinance abandoned; and 
• commented on the council’s expectation of review and revision of the document. 

 
Council Member Pippel: 

• voiced agreement with Ms. Jansen regarding the lack of direction by the council; 
• commented on the reasonableness of starting the process again with a clear message; and 
• spoke in favor of ordinance no. 07-017.  

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Failed by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

   Pippel Erbey Wood 
   Best Hanson Combs 

 
Item 3 – Ordinance No. 07-012: Amending Palmer Municipal Code Section 2.58.170 of Chapter 
2.58 (Personnel Regulations); To Establish a Travel Policy for Elected Officials and City 
Employees (IM 07-019) 
MOVED BY: Best 
SECONDED BY: Hanson 

To adopt ordinance no. 07-012 

 
Clerk’s note: the main motion to adopt the ordinance and the primary amendment were 
postponed from the June 12 meeting.  
 
Attorney Gatti: 

• commented on the discussion regarding the necessity to travel on short notice – 
specifically Juneau travel; 
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• stated the proposed amendment (contained within the packet) captures Council Member 
Wood’s concern regarding travel greater than 350 miles; and 

• suggested travel on business was not fun. 
 
Council Member Pippel: 

• commented on the assumption that the budget allows travel to Juneau; 
• spoke of the importance of protecting the City against travel abuse; 
• apologized for the impression that the policy had been abused; and 
• stated the reasonableness of establishing a policy to address the issue. 

 
Mayor Combs: 

• commented on his travel in the best interest of the City; 
• expanded on the examination of travel expenses by the Clerk and Finance Director; and 
• highlighted his recent need to travel unexpectedly to Juneau. 

 
Council Member Wood: 

• commented on the original text regarding travel outside the state of Alaska; 
• stated should it become necessary to travel outside the road system, travel should have 

prior approval;  
• explained the text was not an implication of abuse; 
• expanded on the idea of a policy to preclude abuses; 
• spoke of travel approval through the budget process; and 
• stated that in public’s best interest a policy should be put into place which would require 

approval. 
 
City Manager Healy: 

• questioned the 350 mile requirement and the need of a policy excluding travel off the 
road system; 

• described travel to the state capital as most important; 
• commented on the approved travel budgets; and 
• asked for a consistent approach to the travel policy. 

 

Secondary Amendment 
Moved by: Wood  
Seconded by: Pippel 

To strike section subsections A and B of 
section 2.58.705 

 

          Vote:  Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Pippel Erbey Wood    
Best  Hanson Cobms    

 

Vote on Primary Amendment #1:  Postponed to July 10. 
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Postponed to July 10. 
 
Item 4 – Action Memorandum 07-058: Authorize City Manager to Enter Into a Professional 
Services Contract with Hattenburg, Dilley and Linnell for Engineering Services Related to the 
Palmer Skateboard Park 
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MOVED BY: Combs 
SECONDED BY: Pippel 

To approve action memorandum 07-058 

 
Attorney Gatti: 

• asked the council to reject the action memorandum and to direct the manager and mayor 
to contact HDL to develop a scoping project document; and 

• commented on the need for a formalized project plan.  
 
Council Member Pippel: 

• commented on the need to develop a design process similar to other Public Works 
processes. 

 
Council Member Wood: 

• requested the attorney draft an ordinance regarding donations, Council Member Pippel 
offered his support. 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: FAILED by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

   Pippel Erbey Wood 
   Best Hanson Combs 

 
K. NEW BUSINESS 
 
L. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Healy reported on the following items: 

• City Manager Job Announcement; 
• France Road Property; 
• Summary Report regarding status of 2007 capital projects; 
• Insurance Coverage beginning July 1, 2007; 
• Gravel Pit on Thuma Road; and 
• Brittany Estates Park. 
 

M. CITY CLERK’S REPORT 
 
N. MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Combs reported on the following items: 

• Coal Fired Plant; 
• Welcomed 150 Good Sam Club members. 
 

O. RECORD OF ITEMS PLACED ON THE TABLE 
 

• Photos by Mr. Madar; 
• Memo by Attorney Gatti; 
• City Manager report; 
• Memo from Community Development Coordinator Sara Jansen regarding ordinance no. 

07-001; 
• Two letter from public members regarding ordinance no. 07-016-Z-2. 
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P. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Q. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Pippel: 

• voiced his pleasure regarding the favorable report of the Colony Days event. 
 
R. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the council, the meeting adjourned at 9:29 p.m.  
 
Approved this tenth day of July, 2007. 

 
 
 
____________________________________ 

       John C. Combs, Mayor  
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Janette M. Bower, CMC, City Clerk 
 

jbower
signature

jbower
signature
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