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CITY OF PALMER ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 11-024 
 
SUBJECT:  Authorize the City Manager to Execute an Amendment of the Total Value for 
Professional Services Agreement Dated November 12, 2010, with the Airport Noise Consulting 
Firm of Harris Miller Miller & Hanson, Inc. to Serve as Litigation Airport Noise Expert, Perform 
Airport Noise Measurements, and Associated Litigation Defense Services Relating to Legal 
Matters Involving the City of Palmer Municipal Airport in an Amount Not to Exceed $100,000 
 
AGENDA OF: March 22, 2011 
Council action:                    
           
 
 
Approved for presentation by Douglas B. Griffin, City Manager________________ 
 
Route 
To: Department/Individual: Initials/Date: Remarks: 

X Originator – Airport Manager  3/3/2011  

X City Clerk 3/16/11  

X City Attorney 3/16/11  

X Director of Administration 3/4/11  

 Director of Community 
Development 

  

 Director of Public Safety   

 Director of Public Works    

 
Attachment(s):    
     
Certification of Funds:  

 No fiscal impact. 

 Funds are budgeted from this account number:  

X 
Funds are not budgeted. Budget modification is required. 
Affected account number: 03-01-10-6027 & 03-01-10-6030 

Subject to 
approval of Reso 

11-012 
Unrestricted/undesignated fund balance  

(after budget modification):  

 
Director of Administration Signature: _________________ 

 
Summary statement: The City of Palmer is currently involved in litigation relating to the 
Palmer Municipal Airport.  The issue of airport noise is central to these legal matters.  In the 
2009 Palmer Airport Master Plan the issue of noise at the Airport was mentioned briefly; 
however, the issue was not fully explored. Further, no noise data was collected to provide a 
factual basis for both a quantitative and a qualitative analysis of Airport noise. 
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The City needs to establish accurate noise levels at the Palmer Municipal Airport to properly 
defend itself in ongoing litigation matters.  A search for airport noise experts resulted in finding 
no airport noise experts located within Alaska.  The search for an airport noise expert ultimately 
lead the City to Harris Miller Miller & Hanson, Inc. (HMMH), a Massachusetts-based airport noise 
consulting firm with an office in Sacramento, California.  HMMH has the necessary expertise for 
these matters. 
 
The City Manager, pursuant to his authority to contract for services which do not exceed 
$15,000, entered into a Professional Services Agreement dated November 12, 2010, with 
HMMH to serve as an airport noise expert in litigation relating to the Palmer Municipal Airport. 
HMMH recently provided an estimate of $75,000 to perform airport noise measurements at the 
Palmer Municipal Airport to assess airport noise levels.  Included in this estimate, HMMH will 
perform airport noise measurements and observations and will provide a detailed report of the 
findings.  The report will be used in defense of the City’s position in current litigation.  This 
estimate does not include other anticipated costs for additional expert services for legal 
matters, including participation in legal proceedings that will be necessary.  Therefore, it is 
requested that Council approve a total amount not to exceed $100,000 for airport noise expert 
litigation defense services, such amount to include the cost of performing the noise 
measurements, expert report, plus all further necessary costs incurred by the City to use HMMH 
as an expert in the City’s defense against ongoing litigation.   
 
This Action Memorandum amends the total value of the November 12, 2010 Professional 
Services Agreement pursuant to PMC 3.21.130 and approves and ratifies the actions of the City 
Manager in waiving formal procedures, pursuant to his authority under PMC 3.21.280 as 
reported to Council at the meeting of March 8, 2011, to allow HMMH to commence noise data 
measurements at the airport prior to formal approval by Council at the March 22, 2011 meeting 
because it is in the best interests of the City in furtherance of its defense of ongoing litigation. 
 
Administration recommendation: Approve action memorandum 11-024. 


