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 City Council Minutes 
City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Special Meeting 
February 12, 2008 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on February 12, 2008, at 6 p.m. in the council 
chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Combs called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  
 
B. ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 

Ken Erbey  Michael Chmielewski  Richard Best  
 Brad Hanson  John Combs 
           
The following member was absent and excused by the council: 
 

 Tony Pippel  Kathrine Vanover 
 

Also in attendance were the following: 
  

Bill Allen, City Manager 
Michael Gatti, City Attorney 
Janette Bower, City Clerk 

 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Hanson.  
 
D. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
E. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 – Palmer Wastewater Treatment Plant Preliminary Engineering Report (Action may be 
taken by the Council following the Committee of the Whole) 
MOVED BY: Hanson To enter into a committee of the whole to discuss the 

Palmer Wastewater Treatment Plant Preliminary 
Engineering Report 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Erbey Chmielewski Best    
Hanson Combs     

 
The Council entered into the committee of the whole at 6:07 p.m. and exited at 6:59 p.m. 
 
During the committee of the whole the council received a presentation from Scott Hattenburg, 
Hattenburg, Dilley, and Linnell regarding the Palmer Wastewater Treatment Plant.  
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MOVED BY: Chmielewski To move forward with alternative two as listed in the 
City Manager’s letter to the council and to direct the 
Manager to enter into discussions with the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough and City of Wasilla 
concerning a regional wastewater treatment center 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Postponed to February 26 regular meeting. 
 
Council Member Hanson: 

• commented on the premature nature of the selection of an alternative; 
• stressed that more recognition of the alternatives should be given; 
• stated it was the first opportunity to view the document; 
• emphasized his request for additional time to review the document to determine the best 

alternative for the City; and 
• spoke of the City of Wasilla’s DEC permitting process. 

 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

• stated the motion would allow the City Manager to discuss with other entities their 
willingness to work with the City; 

• stressed that as designed and presented, the data was applicable to the City of Palmer 
only; 

• asked how the plan would be modified should the Borough and City of Wasilla desire to 
enter into discussions for a regional plan;  

• commented on the capital costs which were listed as not being financially feasible; and 
• described the plan as technically feasible for Palmer. 

 
Scott Hattenburg: 

• commented on the scoring criteria contained within the document; 
• spoke of the time required to digest the scoring matrix; 
• expanded on the need to forward the document to EPA and DEC; and 
• suggested work continue on the Preliminary Engineering Report as well the continuance 

of a parallel path which would open discussion between the City of Wasilla and Borough. 
 
City Manager Allen: 

• asked the council to approve taking the path to bring the identified alternatives to a final 
resolve and the opening of discussions with the City of Wasilla and Borough; 

• described a regional center as a practical approach to a Borough-wide issue; and 
• expanded on discussions held regarding a regional concept. 

 
Mayor Combs: 

• suggested an additional two weeks to digest the issue; and 
• commented on meetings held regarding a regional combined facility. 
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MOVED BY: Chmielewski To postpone the main motion to the February 26 
regular meeting SECONDED BY: Best 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Yes: No: 

Erbey Chmielewski Best    
Hanson Combs     

 
F. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the council, the meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m.  
 
Approved this twenty-sixth day of February, 2008. 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
       John C. Combs, Mayor  
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Janette M. Bower, CMC, City Clerk 

jbower
signature

jbower
signature
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