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 City Council Minutes 
City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Regular Meeting 
January 22, 2008 

 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on January 22, 2008, at 7 p.m. in the 
council chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tempore Vanover called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
 
B. ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 

Brad Hanson    Ken Erbey  Kathrine Vanover 
  

The following members attended via teleconference: 
 

 Mike Chmielewski   John Combs   Richard Best 
 
 The following member was absent and excused by the council: 
 

 Tony Pippel 
            
Also in attendance were the following: 
  

 Bill Allen, City Manager – via teleconference 
 Michael Gatti, City Attorney  
 Janette Bower, City Clerk 
 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by former Mayor George Carte.  
 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

1. Approval of Consent Agenda  
a. Introduction – Ordinance No. 08-002: Enacting Palmer Municipal Code Section 

2.11.030, Deputy City Clerk (IM 08-004) 
2. Minutes of Previous Meetings  

a. January 8, 2008, Regular Meeting 
 

E. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS 
 
George Troxel, Superintendent of Schools for the Matanuska-Susitna Borough: 

• Introduced Superintendent Akio Kwani and his secretary from Saroma Japan; 
• Superintendent Kwani spoke of the four students who accompanied him; 
• Commented on the goal of understand and experiencing international friendships; 
• Voiced appreciation of the City’s well wishes following the tornado in November 2006; 

and 
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• Mayor Pro-Tempore Vanover presented Superintendent Kwani with a gift from the City. 
 

F. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
G. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Item 1 – Ordinance No. 08-001: Amending Palmer Municipal Code Chapter 6.12, Licensing, by 
Specifically Stating All Dogs and Cats Located Within the City of Palmer Must be Licensed (IM 
08-002) 
 
Mayor Pro-Tempore Vanover opened the public hearing for ordinance no. 08-001. There being 
no one who wished to speak, the public hearing was closed and the matter was brought before 
the council.  
 

MOVED BY: Combs To adopt ordinance no. 08-001 
SECONDED BY: Hanson 

 
Council Member Hanson: 

• inquired of the penalty for animal without a license. 
 
City Clerk Bower: 

• stated that the fee schedule did not specifically state a fine; and 
• commented on the current lack of language which spoke to licensing requirements. 

 
Attorney Gatti: 

• referred to the general penalty section for the fine amount; and 
• commented on the need to clearly identify a fine within the code and fee schedule. 

 
Council Member Erbey: 

• asked if ordinance no. 08-001 would be actively enforced. 
 
Public Safety Director Owen: 

• stated the purpose of the ordinance was to give officers a tool to address the issue; 
• commented on a meeting held with the Borough regarding animal control duties; 
• spoke of the training necessary to deal with vicious animals; and 
• stated he would instruct the officers not to write tickets until the issue of fines was 

resolved. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tempore Vanover: 

• spoke of the issue of the Borough taking over animal control duties; and 
• stated Palmer officers were ill equipped to handle the animal control duties. 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
Yes: No: 

Erbey Chmielewski Best    
Hanson Combs Vanover    

 
H. BIDS  
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I. ACTION MEMORANDA 
 
Item 1 – Action Memorandum 08-007: Confirm the Mayor’s Appointment of Peter Brown, 
David Earl, Jeff Helmericks, John Lee, Allan Linn, and Joyce Momarts to the Airport Advisory 
Commission 
MOVED BY: Erbey To authorize action memorandum 08-007 
SECONDED BY: Hanson 

 
Mayor Combs: 

• highlighted the application process; and 
• voiced appreciation of the applicants and their desire to serve. 

 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

• commented on the presentation of information; and 
• requested that in the future, a table regarding applicant status and current commission 

members be included in the action memorandum. 
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
Yes: No: 

Erbey Chmielewski Best    
Hanson Combs Vanover    

 
J. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
K. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 – Palmer Municipal Code Chapter 5.28 Vendors 
 
Council Member Hanson: 

• advocated simplification of the process and a reduction in liability insurance; 
• commented on the promotion of community events; 
• supported an amendment to the code to simplify the process; and 
• stated that Friday Fling and Colony Day events should be treated similar to 

sidewalk/roving vendor licensing. 
 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

• inquired of the status of Friday Fling and Colony Day event vendors; and 
• supported a simplified process which encouraged vendors to obtain proper licensing. 

 
City Clerk Bower: 

• stated that Friday Fling and Colony Day vendors had different permitting processes; and 
• spoke of the single vendor who obtained permission to operate in the railroad right-of-

way.  
 
Council Member Best: 

• spoke of in-put from existing businesses regarding the impacts of roving and sidewalk 
vendors on their business; and 

• supported on easy, transparent process to obtain the required license. 
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Mayor Combs: 
• spoke of the insurance liability; and 
• commented on Friday Fling operations. 

 
Attorney Gatti: 

• commented on vendor responsibility and liability; 
• spoke of obtaining insurance brokerage information; and 
• expanded on the Municipality of Anchorage’s process for obtaining a license. 

 
MOVED BY: Hanson To bring forth an ordinance that addresses the vending 

of goods, services or food in a non-stationary manner SECONDED BY: Erbey 
 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
Yes: No: 

Erbey Chmielewski Best    
Hanson Combs Vanover    

 
Item 2 – Palmer Municipal Code Chapter 5.24 Vehicles for Hire 
 
Attorney Gatti: 

• expanded on the initiative to deregulate taxi cab permitting in Anchorage; 
• spoke of the Supreme court issue regarding “taking of” permits; and 
• described the City’s code language as designed to require the acquisition of a chauffeur 

license, which is a State function as opposed to a City function.  
 
Public Safety Director Owen: 

• commented on the State’s role as the licensing agency to manage the issue. 
 
Council Member Hanson: 

• commented on the onerous language; 
• stated there was not a comparable law in the Valley; 
• described the City’s enforcement of the regulation as creating island of regulation; 
• spoke of the State’s responsibility for enforcement; and 
• expanded on the need to obtain a business license and remit sales tax. 

 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

• voiced agreement with Council Member Hanson; and 
• commented on the City of Wasilla’s appeal of the language and spoke of the 

appropriateness of the Attorney and Clerk to review the situation to bring forth an 
ordinance to address the issue. 

 
Council Member Best: 

• voiced agreement with Council Member Hanson and Chmielewski; 
• stated the language discourages persons from doing business in Palmer; and 
• described the language as an island of regulation. 

 
Council Member Erbey: 

• spoke of the lack of taxicabs and stated the language was a cause for the lack of taxicabs. 
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The council reached a consensus to direct the Attorney and Clerk to further investigate the issue 
and if appropriate, bring forth an ordinance repealing the language. 
 
L. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Allen reported on the following: 

• Team to address issues that impact the City of Palmer and Mat-Su Borough; 
• Meeting with Norm Stevens, Mat-Su Regional Hospital and the capacity of the well on 

the hospital grounds; 
• Legislative Packet; 
• Reception for Japanese guests. 

 
M. CITY CLERK’S REPORT 
 
City Clerk Bower reported on the following: 

• February 5 special meeting; 
• February 6 Joint Borough Tri-Cities meeting. 

 
N. MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Combs reported on the following: 

• Palmer-Wasilla Joint Chamber Meeting with Congressman Young; 
• Mat-Maid property; 
• Library Meeting on January 11; 
• Sister City program; 
• State of Alaska Transportation Plan; 
• Alaska Conference of Mayors meeting 
 

O. RECORD OF ITEMS PLACED ON THE TABLE 

 
P. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Q. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

• commented on the Alaska Municipal League luncheon containing background 
information regarding PERS/TRS; 

• expanded on the education committee meetings; and 
• spoke of energy usage in the Fairbanks area and the report which may be applicable to 

the City of Palmer.  
 
Council Member Hanson: 

• welcomed the Boy Scouts to the meeting; 
• commented on the Palmer Ice Arena home games to be held during the upcoming  

weekend; and 
• spoke of the imperativeness of the council to establish goals and objectives for the city 

council and City staff. 
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Mayor Pro-Tempore Vanover: 
• spoke of her attendance at the Martin Luther King conference; 
• welcomed the Saroma delegation; 
• commented on the newspaper article regarding wind generation in the villages; and 
• announced that she would be out of state January 29 through April 3 and stated she would 

call in for all of the meetings. 
 

R. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Item 1 – Subjects That Tend to Prejudice the Reputation and Character of Any Person – City 
Clerk Evaluation (Note: Personnel action regarding the City Clerk may taken following the 
executive session) 
MOVED BY: Erbey To enter into an executive session to discuss items that 

tend to prejudice the reputation and charter of any 
person – City Clerk Evaluation 

SECONDED BY: Hanson 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
Yes: No: 

Erbey Chmielewski Best    
Hanson Combs Vanover    

 
The council entered into executive session at 8:30 and exited at 9:02 p.m. 
 
MOVED BY: Hanson To extend the City Clerk’s contract for a two year term, 

with a salary of $80,000 per year and a yearly review on 
or before January 22 of each year 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 

VOTE ON MOTION: Carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
Yes: No: 

Erbey Chmielewski Best    
Hanson Combs Vanover    

 
 
S. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the council, the meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 
 
Approved this twelfth day of February, 2008. 

 
 
____________________________________ 

       John C. Combs, Mayor  
 
 
___________________________________ 
Janette M. Bower, CMC, City Clerk 

jbower
signature

jbower
signature
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