
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
5 PM, TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2011 

PALMER CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
231 W. EVERGREEN AVENUE, PALMER 

  
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
7 PM, TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2011 

 (UNDER SEPARATE COVER) 
 
 
 

City of Palmer 

231 W. Evergreen Avenue 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 
Phone 907-745-3271 
Fax 907-745-0930 



 



 

City of Palmer, Alaska                 June 14, 2011, Special Meeting  
 
  

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
5 P.M. TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2011 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
231 W. EVERGREEN AVENUE, PALMER 
www.cityofpalmer.org  

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

MAYOR DELENA JOHNSON 
COUNCIL MEMBER RICHARD BEST 
COUNCIL MEMBER KEVIN BROWN 
COUNCIL MEMBER EDNA DEVRIES 

COUNCIL MEMBER KEN ERBEY 
COUNCIL MEMBER BRAD HANSON  

COUNCIL MEMBER KATHRINE VANOVER 
 

CITY ATTORNEY MICHAEL GATTI 
CITY CLERK JANETTE BOWER 

 CITY MANAGER DOUG GRIFFIN 
  

 
A. Call to Order 

 
B. Roll Call 

 
C. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
D. Audience Participation 

 
E. New Business 

1. Felton Street Traffic Calming Update 
a. Committee of the Whole 

2. Granite Construction Land Swap  
a. Committee of the Whole  

 
F. Adjournment 
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Douglas B. Griffin 
City Manager 

 
City of Palmer 

231 W. Evergreen Avenue 
Palmer, Alaska  99645-6952 

Phone (907) 761-1317    
dgriffin@palmerak.org     
www.cityofpalmer.org 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of the Palmer City Council  

FROM:  Douglas B. Griffin, City Manager 

DATE:   June 2, 2011 

RE:           S. Felton Street Traffic Calming 
 
Problem:   
South Felton Street between the Palmer-Wasilla Highway and Helen Drive is a primary 
collector street for neighborhoods on the west side of Palmer.  The posted speed limit is 
25 mph; however, vehicles can often exceed 40 mph due to the width, smoothness, and 
sight lines on the road.  As a collector street for the Westside neighborhoods, the collector 
street is also used by pedestrians and bicyclers, including children and youth.  The City of 
Palmer wishes to address the conflict between users of this street by seeking ways to calm 
vehicular traffic to posted speed limits. 
 
Neighborhood Meetings:  
I would like to hold a neighborhood meeting in the area to discuss this situation, talk 
about alternative approaches to solving the problem, and get some buy-in for long term 
solutions to make the situation better.  However, with summer upon us I decided that 
delaying the meeting until the fall would help with attendance, publicizing the meeting, 
and gathering more information.  Tentatively, I am looking at holding the meeting in mid-
September.   
 
Short term/Long term fixes:  
Based on meetings with Chief Boatright, Director Cohenour, Director Garley, and Director 
Owen, I determined that we could erect some signs to create three and four-way stop 
intersections as an immediate traffic calming measure.  Chief Boatright prepared a 
memorandum dated May 20, 2011 advising me to erect stop signs on S. Felton at the 
intersection of S. Felton Street and W. Fern Avenue to create a three-way stop and 
similarly placing stop signs on S. Felton at its intersection with E. Hidden Loop/E. Hidden 
Circle to create a four-way stop.  That direction was given to the Public Works Department 
and those signs were erected, along with temporary signs advising motorists of “New 
Traffic Pattern”, on May 27th.  
 
The Department of Public Works is also planning to stripe S. Felton and paint clearer bike 
lanes along portions of the street that do not have sidewalks to increase safety.  The City 
is also looking at installing additional “No Parking” signs that will be more instructive (like 
“No Parking from here to corner”) so that violation citations will withstand Court scrutiny.  
This work should be done in June.    
 
Other improvements that could calm traffic will be given further consideration following 
the neighborhood meeting.  These options may include: speed bumps/humps, raised 
intersections/pedestrian crossings, narrowing streets, or other pedestrian amenities.  
These options will have costs, in some cases substantial price tags, and grant funding 
would need to be sought and obtained.    
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Doug Griffin 

FROM: Sandra Garley    

DATE:  June 7, 2011 

SUBJECT: Questions Raised during Consideration of Granit Construction 

Land Exchange 

 
 
Does the Palmer Municipal Code permit an exchange of land?  
 
PMC 3.20.070 (A) does permit the City to acquire real property through an exchange. The 
procedure for acquisition is set out in PMC 3.20.070G.  [PMC 3.20.070 and 3.20.080 is 
Attachment #1.] 
 
What is the history of this land exchange? 
 
 Trevor Edmondson, General Manager of Central Paving Products, and Tim Potter of DOWL, 
met with the City Council on September 27, 2005 to discuss this topic. [The Agenda for this 
Special Meeting of the Council and the Minutes for the Special Meeting are attachment #2.] 
 
On July 11, 2006, the Council approved AM 06-071 to authorize the Manager to enter into a 
real Estate Exchange and Development Agreement with Wilder Construction Company d/b/a 
central Paving Products. [Am 06-071, the draft Agreement and the Minutes of the July 11, 
2006 meeting are Attachment #3.] 
 
On September 1, 2006, the City and Wilder signed a Real Estate Exchange and Development 
Agreement. The Performance sections of the September 2006 Agreement are different from 
the Performance section of the draft agreement included with AM 06-071 on July 11, 2006.[A 
copy of the executed Real Estate Exchange and Development Agreement is Attachment #4.] 
 
What exchange options have been presented to the City? 
 
Option 1: 
The original Agreement proposed to exchange the City’s 5.54 acre parcel, MSB Tax ID # 
17N02E18C009, for a 5.56 acre parcel located southwest of the City’s 5.54 acres on the 
Glenn Highway. [Map of proposed 5.56 acre exchange parcel is included as an exhibit to the 
September 2006 Real Estate Exchange and Development Agreement.] 
 
Option 2: 
In January 2010, Granite Construction, as successor to Wilder Construction, revised their 
master plan for development and proposed to the City and exchange of a 6.6 acre portion of 
a 14 acre parcel, MSB Tax ID #17N02E18D002, also referred to as the Church property. The 
southern boundary of this 6.6 acre parcel is contiguous to the north boundary of the City 
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owned 5.56 acre parcel that Granite Construction wishes to acquire from the City. [Map 
depicting this 6.6 acre portion of the Church property is Attachment #5.] 
 
Option 3: 
At the May 17, 2011 Special City Council meeting, Tim Potter, representing Granite 
Construction, suggested that the City and Granite consider exchanging the City’s 5.56 acre 
parcel for the entire 14 acre Church property. [MSB property information sheet and map are 
Attachment #6.]   
 
What further information is to be developed by staff? 
 
The Manager and staff are working on the pros and cons of each of these three exchange 
options. Mat-SU Title will have completed the title on the City’s 5.56 acre parcel by June 10, 
2011. Granite has been asked to update their title information on any parcel they wish to be 
considered for an exchange with the City. 
 
The City Attorney has reviewed the September 2006 Real Estate Exchange and Development 
Agreement and is working on revisions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  






























































































































