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 City Council Minutes 

City of Palmer, Alaska 

                      Regular Meeting 
January 12, 2010 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Palmer City Council was held on January 12, 2010 at 7 pm in the 
council chambers, Palmer, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tempore Kevin Brown called the meeting to order at 7:11 pm.  
 
B. ROLL CALL 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 

Kathrine Vanover    Mike Chmielewski 
Kevin Brown    Ken Erbey 
Brad Hanson    Richard Best 

 
The following council member was absent and excused by the council: 
 

John Combs 
 
Also in attendance were the following: 
 
 Bill Allen, City Manager 

Michael Gatti, City Attorney – via WebEx 
Janette Bower, City Clerk 
Shelly Acteson, Deputy City Clerk 

  
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Police Chief Boatright. 
 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

1. Approval of Consent Agenda 
a. Resolution No. 10-004: Designating Authorized Signatures for Check Signing 

Affecting Any and All Disbursements of City Monies (IM 10-005) 
2.  Minutes of Previous Meetings  

a. December 8, 2009, Regular Meeting 
 
E. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS 
 
Item 1 – Sandra Garley, Director – Department of Community Development 

 provided council with an overview of the Community Development activity report. 
 
Item 2 – Information Memorandum 10-002: Report from Scott Thomas, Department of 
Transportation and Chief of Police Boatright Regarding Speed Limits in the City of Palmer 
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Scott Thomas, Department of Transportation Representative: 

 provided details regarding the process of setting residential speed limits. 
 
Chief of Police Boatright: 

 delineated the legislation; and 
 recommended most residential areas remain at 25 miles per hour (m.p.h.) 

 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

 spoke in favor of retaining a 25 m.p.h. speed limit in residential zones. 
 
Council Member Vanover: 

 concurred with Council Member Chmielewski; and 
 recommended changing the speed limit in Brittany Estates to 20 m.p.h. 

 
Council Member Best: 

 spoke in favor of changing the speed limit in Brittany Estates to 20 m.p.h.; and 
 recommended obtaining public input concerning the speed limit adjustment. 

 
Council Member Hanson; 

 recommended speed limit continuity within in the city. 
 
F. REPORTS  

 
Item 1 - City Manager’s Report 
 
City Manager Bill Allen reported on the following items: 

 Upcoming Library Celebration; 
 Water line replacement and repairs; 
 Accolades to Community Services Department and Council Member Hanson for the 

outdoor skating rink; 

 Boards and Commissions quarterly oral reports to Council; 
 Airport Operations restructure; 
 Palmer Business Park safety; 
 Borough Assembly Resolution 10-007; 
 Upcoming UAA and Mat-Su College Representatives meeting; 
 Transportation Planning funds; 
 February Mat-Su College Arts Community gathering; 
 Visitor Information Bathroom update; 
 Windstorm at Palmer Airport; 

 City Audit; 
 Board Of Economic Development resignation; and 
 Davis-Bacon wage issue. 

 
Council Member Vanover: 

 commented on the Board of Economic Development replacement. 
 
Item 2 - City Clerk’s Report 
 
City Clerk Janette Bower reported on the following items: 

 Special Meeting January 19; 
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 Tri-Cities meeting on February 10, hosted by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; 
 Alaska Municipal League Winter Meeting in Juneau February 2-4; 
 Committee and Commission quarterly oral reports; 
 Board of Economic Development resignation; and 
 New city records center located in the flight service center. 

 
Item 3 - Mayor’s Report 
 
The Mayor was not in attendance. 
 
G. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
Yvonne Hall: 

 requested Council reinstate regulations for massage therapists; and 
 read aloud a letter supporting reinstatement. 

 
H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
I. ACTION MEMORANDA 
 
Item 1 - Action Memorandum 10-001: Extend the Contract for Legal Services with Wohlforth, 
Johnson, Brecht, Cartledge and Brooking for One Additional Year as Provided for in the Original 
Contract Approved by the Palmer City Council on December 18, 2006, and Approve the Hourly 
Fee Increase 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To authorize Action Memorandum 10-001 

SECONDED BY: Vanover 

 
City Manager Allen: 

 complimented the City Attorney on a job well done. 
 
Council Member Brown: 

 recognized the value of the City Attorney or designee attending all Council meetings. 
 
Council Member Best: 

 spoke in favor of attorney representation continuity. 
 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

 reminded Council the City Attorney also represented the City outside of the regular 
meetings;  

 commented on the significance of continuity relating to legal representation; and 
 expounded on the attributes of teleconferencing. 

 
Council Member Vanover: 

 concurred with Council Member Chmielewski. 
 
Council Member Hanson: 

 questioned the City Attorney’s contract obligations. 
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City Attorney Michael Gatti: 

 expressed honor in serving as the City Attorney; and 
 pointed out a large percentage of city representation was accomplished outside of 

regular meetings. 
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
 
 
Item 2 - Action Memorandum 10-002: Authorize the City Manager to Award and Execute a 
Contract for Professional Audit Services with Mikunda, Cottrell & Co., Inc for the Years 2009, 
2010, & 2011 in the Amount of $43,000, $44,200 and $45,500 Respectively 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To authorize Action Memorandum 10-002 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 
City Manager Allen: 

 spoke in favor of the legislation; 
 requested clarification concerning credit card audit review; and 
 expounded on the credit card review process used by the auditors. 

 
Council Member Best: 

 questioned whether Staff was prepared for the 2009 audit; 
 reminded Council of action previously adopted including credit card expenditure review 

in the auditor’s scope of work. 
 
City Clerk Janette Bower: 

 provided Council with June 9, 2009 Regular Meeting minutes during which the council 
action was taken. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tempore Brown: 

 questioned the effect of the action taken on June 9 on the current scope of work. 
 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

 spoke in favor of approving the legislation as presented with a proviso allowing the 
auditing firm to provide council with a cost estimate of including the council action in the 
current contract. 

 
Director of Administration Kelli Veech: 

 stated the council action adopted during the June 9 meeting was not included in the 
auditor’s current scope of work; 

 voiced concern with the audit presentation deadline as dictated by the Charter; 

 recommended a defined scope of work for the auditors; and 
 recognized the value of contracts signed by credit card holders. 

 
Council Member Chmielewski called for the question.  Council Member Vanover seconded.  
There were no objections. 
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Council Member Vanover: 

 concurred with Council Member Chmielewski’s remarks. 
 

Primary Amendment #1 to Main Motion 

Moved by: Best Instructing staff to contact Mikunda Cottrell and 
co., inc., to determine price of the scope of 
work outlined in the May 27, 2009 letter from 
the same, related to credit card auditing at the 
City of Palmer. This would constitute change 
order #1 to the contract for auditing services for 
2009, 2010, and 2011 fiscal years. 

Seconded by: Hanson 

 

Vote on the amendment:  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Erbey Brown Best    

Hanson Vanover Chmielewski    
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
 
Item 3 - Action Memorandum 10-003: Authorize the City Manager to Execute Change Order 
One for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Lagoon Cover to Lemna Technologies, Inc. in the 
Amount of $597,000 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To authorize Action Memorandum 10-003 

SECONDED BY: Vanover 

 
Public Work Director Carter Cole: 

 explained the legislation;  

 responded to Council inquiries; and 
 stated City employees would not be paid Davis-Bacon wages during the project. 

 
Council Member Vanover: 

 quipped “the situation was similar to two for the price of one”. 
 
Council Member Best: 

 requested clarification concerning placement and design of the lagoon cover. 
 
Council Member Hanson: 

 questioned if City employees would be paid Davis-Bacon wages during the project. 
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
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Item 4 - Action Memorandum 10-005: Authorize the City Manager to Extend the Contract for 
One Additional Year in the Amount of $48,000 with Al Adams Management Services for 
Professional Lobbyist Services 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To authorize Action Memorandum 10-005 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by 5 to 1 voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown Hanson   

Erbey Best     
 
J. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
K. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 1 - Resolution No. 09-001 (A): Amending the City of Palmer 2009 General Fund, Water 
and Sewer Enterprise Fund, and Airport Enterprise Fund Operating Budgets (IM 10-013) 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To adopt Resolution No 09-001 (A) 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 
Director of Administration Kelli Veech: 

 rationalized the legislation. 
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
 
Item 2 - Resolution No. 10-003: Adopt the December 2009 City of Palmer Emergency 
Operations Plan (IM 10-001) 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To adopt Resolution No 10-003 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 
Public Safety Director Owen: 

 spoke in favor of the legislation; and 

 remarked favorably concerning utilizing an automated phone system during a disaster. 
 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

 expounded on a disaster situation in which an automated phone system was not in 
place. 

 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
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Item 3 - Resolution No. 10-006: Re-appropriating Funds From 01-01-05-6098 to the Capital 
Project Fund 09-01-10-6055 Police Equipment in the Amount of $47,091 to Pay for Dispatch 
Recording Equipment Procured under the November 13, 2009, Emergency Declaration (IM 10-
008) 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To adopt Resolution No 10-006 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 
Public Safety Director Jon Owen: 

 explained the legislation; and 
 expounded on the partial reimbursement received for the equipment purchase. 

 
Director of Administration Veech: 

 provided details of the impact of the reimbursement. 
 

Primary Amendment #1 to Main Motion 

Moved by: Erbey To Amend the Title of Resolution No. 10-006 to 
read” a resolution of the Palmer City Council re-
appropriating funds from 10-01-05-6098 to the 
Capital Project fund 09-01-10-6055 Police 
Equipment in the amount of $23,474 to pay for 
Dispatch Recording Equipment procured under 
the November 13,2009, Emergency Declaration. 

Seconded by: Vanover 

 

Vote on the amendment:  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Erbey Brown Best    

Hanson Vanover Chmielewski    
 

Primary Amendment #2 to Main Motion 

Moved by: Vanover To amend the resolution by amending the 
resolve clause to read: NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED that the Palmer City Council 
approves re-appropriating $23,474 from 01-01-
05-6098 to the Capital Project Fund 09-01-10-
6055 Police Equipment to pay for the Dispatch 
Recording Equipment. 
 
And to add another resolve clause to read: 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Palmer City 
Council appropriates $23,617 from the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough to the Capital 
Project Fund 09-01-10-6055 to assist in the 
purchase of dispatch recording equipment. 

Seconded by: Erbey 
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Vote on the amendment:  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Erbey Brown Best    

Hanson Vanover Chmielewski    
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
 
Item 4 - Resolution No. 10-008: Accepting and Appropriating the Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant Program Award in the Amount of $50,000 and Authorizing the City 
Manager to Expend the Funds to Purchase and Install New Energy Efficient Light Fixtures in City 
Hall, the Depot, the Public Safety Building, the Library, and the City of Palmer Fire Station (IM 
10-010) 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To adopt Resolution No 10-008 

SECONDED BY: Hanson 

 
Special Assistant Sara Jansen: 

 spoke highly of the exponential benefits of the grant. 
 
Council Member Best: 

 indicated preference for replacing bulbs as the bulbs expire. 
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
 
Item 5 - Resolution No. 10-009:  Supporting the Extension of the Alaska Railroad from the 
Railroad Mainline to Port MacKenzie (IM 10-011) 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To adopt Resolution No 10-009 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 
Marketing Manager Chris Gates: 

 explained the legislation. 
 
Council Member Best: 

 questioned the choice of verbiage in the legislation. 
 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

 offered support for the resolution. 
 
City Manager Allen: 

 spoke in favor of the legislation. 
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VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
 
 
Item 6 - Resolution No. 10-010: Accepting and Appropriating a $9,050 Grant from the State of 
Alaska, Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to Reimburse the City of Palmer 
Airport Fund for One Half of the Project Sponsor Amount of FAA Grant (3-02-0211-014-2009) 
for the Purchase of Runway Protection Zone Property Adjacent to Palmer Municipal Airport (IM 
10-012) 
 

MOVED BY: Chmielewski To adopt Resolution No 10-010 

SECONDED BY: Vanover 

 
Marketing Manager Chris Gates: 

 described the grant request. 
 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
 
L. RECORD OF ITEMS PLACED ON THE TABLE 
 
Report from Director Garley 
Info from Scott Thomas 
 
M. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 
N. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Best: 

 commented on damages from the recent windstorm. 
 
Council Member Hanson: 

 questioned the garbage service schedule. 
 
Council Member Erbey: 

 complimented the City on prompt snow drift removal. 
 
Council Member Chmielewski: 

 requested support for a staff report regarding City Code Chapter 5.21, Massage and 
Massage Services.  Council Member Vanover supported the request. 

 reminded Council the Mayor’s seat would be on the ballot in October; 
 requested support for legislation that would clarify and define the Mayor’s 

responsibilities and wage. Council Members Brown and Vanover offered support. 
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City Clerk: 

 stated legislation concerning the Mayor’s responsibilities and wage would be listed under 
New Business on the agenda before it’s introduced, so Council could discuss the issue. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tempore  Brown: 

 shared a witty windstorm anecdote; and 
 requested support for legislation to change the day of the week the Board of Economic 

Development convenes.  Council Member Chmielewski offered support.  
 
O. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Item 1 - Subjects That Tend to Prejudice the Reputation and Character of Any Person – 

City Clerk Evaluation (Note: Personnel action regarding the City Clerk may taken following the 
executive session) 
 

MOVED BY: Best To enter into Executive Session to Discuss Subjects 
That Tend to Prejudice the Reputation and 
Character of Any Person – City Clerk Evaluation 

SECONDED BY: Hanson 

 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
 
The council entered into Executive Session at 10:15 and adjourned at 10:44 p.m. 
 

MOVED BY: Vanover To extend the City Clerk’s contract for one additional 
year and increase the salary by five percent, 
effective January 1, 2010 

SECONDED BY: Erbey 

 

VOTE ON MAIN MOTION: Carried by unanimous voice vote 

Yes: No: 
Chmielewski Vanover Brown    

Erbey Best Hanson    
 
P. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 10:46 pm. 
 
Approved this twenty sixth day of January, 2010. 

 
 
___________________________________ 

       John C. Combs, Mayor  
 
 
___________________________________ 
Janette M. Bower, MMC, City Clerk 
 

jbower
Signature

jbower
Signature


